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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

California  State  Beard  ef  Trade. 


San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  Aug.  nth,  1891. 
The  Board  met  at  Horticultural  Hall,  220  Sutter  Street. 
Present  :  Hon.  Eugene  J.  Gregory,  President ;  E.  W.  Maslin, 
Secretary  ;  and  the  following  members  :  Messrs.  J.  S.  Emery, 
A.  A.  Hibbard,  H.  A.  Messenger,  John  Boggs,  H.  Roop,  L. 
C.  McAfee,  C.  C.  Hutchison,  Tyler  Beach,  Mark  McDonald, 
J.  B.  Coldwell,  J.  A.  Morrissey,  J.  W.  Davis,  E.  W.  Jones,  T. 
E.  B.  Rice,  W.  H.  Mills,  John  P.  Irish,  and  ex-Gov.  Geo.  C. 
Perkins. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  the  following  report : 
Cash  Statement  for  July,  1891. 


Receipts. 

Cash  in  Grangers  Bank,  June  30th   $2,062  67 

City  subscriptions  $8$%  50 

County  subscriptions   285  00 

New  subscriptions   256  00 

 i,398  50 

£3,46 1  17 

Disbursements. 

Salaries  and  labor  $509  25 

Printing  and  stationery   43  25 

Rent   325  00 

Advertising   60  00 

Expenses,  incidentals,  etc   413  40 

 [,481  65 

Cash  in  Bank,  July  31st,  1891   #1,979  52 
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The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  transmitted  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by 
the  Board,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  "to  re- 
port upon  the  Irrigation  Districts  of  California,  covering  the 
utilities  and  prospective  profits  of  irrigation,  and  the  ability 
of  the  districts  to  guarantee  solvency  of  their  bonds." 

That  he  had  received,  in  reply  to  said  copy,  a  letter  from 
Hon.  Edwin  Willets,  Assistant  Secretary,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  Washington,  D.  C, 

"July  24,  1891. 

u  E.  W.  Maslin,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Trade, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
"  Dear  Sir: 

"Your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary, has  been  duly  received.  In  reply  thereto  I  am  compelled 
Xo  state  that  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  irrigation  in- 
quiry authorized  by  Congress  is  so  small  —  $10,000  only  —  as 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  now  conducting  any  such  special 
investigation  as  the  resolution  of  your  body  suggests,  however 
interesting,  valuable  and  important  such  an  inquiry  may  prove 
to  be.  Of  its  value  and  importance  to  California  there  can  be 
no  doubt. 

"  There  is,  moreover,  one  portion  of  the  resolution  which 
would  seem  to  be  in  any  event  outside  of  the  legitimate  duties 
of  the  Department.  I  refer  to  the  last  clause,  which  asks 
judgment  upon  the  ability  of  the  districts  (irrigation)  to  guar- 
antee the  solvency  of  their  bonds,  issued  or  to  be  issued  in 
pursuance  of  law. 

"  Unless  specially  authorized  by  law,  or  by  resolution  of 
Congress,  the  Department  could  not  undertake,  however 
equipped  with  means,  such  a  task  as  that  indicated  in  the  | 
words  I  have  quoted.    Under  such  authority,  if  obtained,  all  j 
proper  questions  can  be  legitimately  met  and  considered.  j 
Your  pamphlets  were  duly  received.  The  Department  will  be 
pleased  to  be  in  regular  communication  on  all  irrigation  and 
agricultural  questions  with  your  important  body. 
"  I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

"  Edwin  Willets, 

"Acting  Secretary."  • 
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Mr.  Irish. — If  this  be  the  proper  time,  and  if  there  is  pro- 
priety in  commenting  upon  that  letter,  I  wish  to  be  heard. 
That  communication  is  from  the  Federal  Department,  that  is 
concerned  with  the  interests  of  agriculture  all  over  the  coun- 
try, west  of  the  108th  meridian,  as  well  as  east  of  that  imagin- 
ary line. 

West  thereof  the  interests  of  agriculture  are  so  woven  into 
the  question  of  irrigation,  that  one  subject  cannot  be  consid- 
ered separate  from  the  other.  An  honest  investigation  of  the 
subject  of  irrigation  of  necessity  involves  consideration  of  its 
cost  and  profits,  of  the  value  of  land  without  it,  and  the  addi- 
tion to  that  value  with  it ;  and  between  these  two  values  lies 
the  demonstration  of  the  ability  of  any  irrigated  region  to  pay 
the  cost  of  hydraulic  works. 

But  the  acting  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  who  does  not  act, 
says  that  this  inquiry  is  no  proper  part  of  the  business  of  his 
department !  If  this  be  so,  then  his  department  has  no  busi- 
ness at  all.  We  have  not  asked  an  appropriation  in  the  form 
of  a  subsidy,  to  promote  irrigation  ;  we  have  merely  asked 
that  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  the  last  Congress 
for  an  inquiry  upon  irrigation  be  spent  for  that  purpose.  This 
is  all.  I  affirm  that  the  activities  of  the  other  Cabinet  Depart- 
ments are  forever  in  motion  in  behalf  of  the  materialities  of 
the  country — sometimes  wisely,  oftener  unwisely.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  like  one  of  the  Cherubim,  "continually 
does  cry"  in  behalf  of  coal  and  iron  mines,  and  their  owners. 
He  implores  of  Congress  application  of  the  taxing  power  of 
the  Government  to  highten  the  profits  of  men  who  make  iron 
and  steel  and  jute  sacks,  and  to  establish  in  this  country  in- 
dustries now  a]ien  to  it,  by  exacting  subsidies  from  the  tax- 
payer to  make  them  profitable.  Most  of  these  subsidies  are 
taken  from  the  farmer,  to  his  injury.  But  when  in  the  farm- 
er's behalf  we  appeal  to  the  Agricultural  Department  for  the 
use  of  a  petty  $10,000  appropriated  for  his  benefit,  the  answer 
comes  that  nothing  can  be  done  ! 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  abandoning  the  effort  to  get  this  in- 
formation. If  such  investigation  be  not  the  duty  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department,  then  that  department  is  without  us  :ful 
function.  California  is  the  only  part  of  the  continent  where 
irrigation  can  be  studied.    Here  the  relations  of  climate  to 
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production  are  intensified.  The  artificial  watering  of  land  is 
costlier  than  the  natural  process,  therefore  there  must  be  con- 
ditions of  higher  production  to  warrant  the  outlay.  Irrigation 
in  its  ultimate  possibilities  is  not  to  be  studied  at  an  altitude 
of  4,000  feet  in  New  Mexico,  where  the  official  irrigator  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  claims  to  have  made  discoveries. 
The  field  for  such  study  is  here  in  California — the  winterless 
land,  where  the  wedding  of  land  and  water,  under  the  approv- 
ing smiles  of  the  sun,  enables  a  constant  succession  of  field 
and  garden  crops,  and  induces  such  a  yield  in  citrus  orchards 
and  raisin  vineyards  as  to  produce  in  one  year  the  value  of 
three  years'  yield  of  those  products  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

I  am  in  favor  of  repeating  this  inquiry,  until  it  is  answered 
respectfully  to  this  Board. 

Mr.  Mills. — This  correspondence  teaches  the  people  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  quite  ob- 
livious to  the  benefits  which  irrigation  will  confer  upon  the 
whole  country.  This  Department  of  Agriculture,  before  it 
was  admitted  to  the  hearth-stone  of  the  nation  as  a  Cabinet 
position,  never  paid  any  adequate  attention  to  the  special 
needs  of  agriculture  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  art  of  agricul- 
ture, as  practiced  here,  originated  with  us.  It  was  unfamiliar 
to  the  people  conducting  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
held  a  very  subordinate  place  in  their  estimation.  Seeking 
recognition  at  the  bands  of  that  Department,  Congressman 
Davis  asked  that  a  special  appropriation  be  made  to  inquire 
into  the  special  needs  of  agriculture  west  of  the  iooth  merid- 
ian. A  parsimonious  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made,  and 
expended  by  sending  three  Eastern  agriculturalists  to  this 
Coast.  I  have  never  seen  a  report  made  by  them  in  pursuance 
of  the  expenditure  of  that  money,  nor  have  I  ever  met  anyone 
who  has  seen  such  a  report.  But  the  appropriation,  the  send, 
ing  of  the  three  Eastern  agriculturalists  to  this  coast,  and  the 
report,  are  the  only  bit  of  attention  this  country  has  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture,  however,  having  been  es- 
tablished as  a  Cabinet  position,  an  appropriation  in  the  sum  of 
$10,000  was  made  to  prosecute  an  irrigation  inquiry,  and  Col. 
R.  J.  Hinton  was  placed  at  the  head  of  this  inquiry.  The 
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amount  of  the  appropriation  itself  proves  that  there  never  was 
any  intention  to  make  any  extended  inquiry.  Ten  thousand 
dollars  would  not  go  far  in  paying  first-class  salaries.  The  his- 
tory of  this  correspondence  under  discussion  here  today  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  an  evidence  of  pretense,  rather  than  sober 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  prosecute  the 
irrigation  inquiry.  Col.  R.  J.  Hinton,  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Irrigation  Inquiry,  visited  this  coast  recently ;  and 
while  here  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  he  institute  a  special 
inquiry  into  the  operation  of  irrigation  under  the  Wright  Law 
in  this  State.  He  answered  that  the  appropriation  was  not 
sufficient.  It  was  then  suggested  that  the  money  be  raised 
for  him,  and  a  communication  was  written  to  this  State  Board 
of  Trade,  proposing  to  raise  $io,ooo,  to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  Col.  Hinton,  for  making  just  the  inquiry  which  we  had 
asked  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  make.  The  letter 
proposed  to  conceal  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  which  was  to 
strengthen  the  securities  offered  by  the  Irrigation  Districts  of 
California.  It  proposed  to  direct  official  inquiry  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  districts  had  been  organized,  the  feasibility 
of  irrigation,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  which  an  invest- 
or in  the  irrigation  bonds  would  desire  to  have  made  known, 
but  proposed  to  keep  entirely  quiet  on  the  object  of  the  invest- 
igation. 

That  communication  was  not  read  before  this  Board,  but  in 
lieu  of  considering  it  a  resolution  was  passed,  asking  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  to  make,  at  the  expense  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  investigation  which  had  been  proposed  to  be 
made  by  private  expense  through  the  head  of  the  Department 
of  Irrigation  Inquiry.  Our  resolution,  making  this  request, 
stated  plainly  that  the  people  of  California  were  engaged  in 
the  development  of  irrigation  by  the  methods  set  forth  in  the 
provisions  of  the  Wright  Law ;  that  the  value  of  the  land  was 
the  basis  of  security  for  the  money  necessary  to  construct  the 
irrigation  works ;  that  we  wished  an  official  inquiry  into  the 
feasibility  and  practicability  of  these  irrigation  works,  and  the 
whole  system  established  by  California,  with  reference  to  the 
success  of  the  system,  if  it  deserved  success.  We  said  to  the 
Government  plainly:  "We  have  enacted  laws  on  the  subject 
"of  irrigation.  We  have  formed  plans  for  the  development  of 
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"  irrigation  systems.  Among  these  plans,  we  have  a  system 
"  of  bond  issue,  the  solvency  of  which  is  based  on  the  value 
"  of  the  land  to  be  irrigated  by  the  system  established.  This 
"is  a  matter  of  the  broadest  publicity.  It  is  a  State  system. 
"  It  will  promote  it,  if  it  is  deserving  of  promotion,  to  have  all 
"the  facts  concerning  it  set  forth ;  and  we  ask  that  an  official 
"  inquiry  be  instituted  as  to  the  merit  of  the  system  estab- 
lished by  the  State  of  California." 

Necessarily,  if  the  report  was  favorable,  it  would  promote 
the  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  without  concealment  we  said  so. 
We  received  the  answer  which  has  been  read  here  to-day,  and 
which  in  effect  declares  that  if  a  report  is  made  pursuant  to 
public  investigation  by  the  Department  of  Irrigation  Inquiry 
which  is  of  any  practical  value,  it  was  entirely  out  of  the  prov- 
ince of  that  department  of  Government  to  make  it.  The  Act- 
ing Secretary  in  effect  tells  us  that,  if  upon  investigation  the 
plan  of  California  is  worthy  of  commendation,  it  might  pro- 
mote the  sale  of  irrigation  district  bonds,  and  that  the  Depart- 
ment could  not  enter  upon  an  investigation  which  might  term- 
inate in  this  direction.  By  this,  we  are  notified  that  the 
Department  of  Irrigation  Inquiry  is  not  intended  to  have  any 
practical  value.  Its  chief  use  will  be  to  supply  official  places 
for  certain  Government  officials,  who  will  prosecute  inquiry  in 
just  such  a  way  that  the  disclosures  made  in  the  reports  will 
be  of  no  direct  or  practical  use  in  the  development  of  systems 
of  irrigation  :  that  irrigation  inquiry  is  one  thing,  and  that  the 
actual  establishment  of  irrigation  works,  whereby  water  is 
actually  applied  to  the  arid  land,  thus  converting  aridity  into 
fertility,  is  not  the  office  or  province  of  that  bureau. 

I  am  in  favor  of  persisting  in  our  question,  and  of  refusing 
to  accept  the  answer  received  from  the  Acting  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  as  final. 

Mr.  Irish  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Irrigation  Bureau  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  be  requested,  through  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, to  report  upon  the  relation  of  climate  to  the  profits  of 
agriculture  and  horticulture  by  irrigation,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  results  of  irrigation  in  winterless  regions  like  Cal- 
ifornia and  others,  where  a  low  temperature  during  several 
months  suspends  all  operations  upon  the  soil,  with  a  view  to 
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ascertaining  and  comparing  the  ability  of  the  soil  in  such  con- 
trasted conditions  to  bear  the  cost  of  irrigation. 

Ex.-Gov.  Perkins.— I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  answer  to  the 
strictures  of  Col.  Irish  and  Mr.  Mills  upon  the  Agricultural 
Department.  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Irish  are  actuated  by  a  journ- 
alistic principle,  which  causes  them  to  act  like  an  Irishman  at 
Donnybrook  Fair, —  to  hit  with  their  sticks  at  any  head  which 
shows  above  the  crowd.  Secretary  Rusk's  head  showed  above 
the  crowd,  and  those  gentlemen  took  pleasure  in  giving  it  a 
whack.  I  shall  second  the  resolution,  because  I  am  heartily 
in  sympathy  with  the  proposition  to  have  the  Government 
make  a  thorough  survey  of  the  lands  of  the  State  susceptible 
of  irrigation.  The  State  has  expended  many  thousands  of 
dollars  in  investigating  the  area  and  capacity  for  production 
of  lands  supposed  not  to  be  productive  without  the  aid  of 
water.  Yet  popular  opinion  calls  for  a  more  extended  inves- 
tigation by  the  United  States  government.  But,  withal,  I 
think  the  acting  Secretary  made  the  proper  reply,  when  he 
said  the  Government  could  not  pass  judgment  upon  the  ability 
of  the  irrigation  districts  to  guarantee  the  solvency  of  their 
bonds. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  interests  itself  in  the 
promotion  of  the  shipping  interests,  in  the  extension  of  our 
commerce,  gives  subsidies  to  ship  companies  for  carrying 
mails,  etc.;  but  if  the  company  mortgage  the  stock  and  prop- 
erty, the  United  States  does  not  guarantee  the  payment  of 
the  bonds,  although  the  whole  country  may  be  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  enterp  'se.  I  am  willing  that  the 
Government  shall  expend  a  million  dollars  towards  developing 
the  resources  of  the  irrigation  district,  and  cheerfully  pay  my 
share  of  the  tax;  but  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  ask  the  Gov- 
ernment to  extend  its  credit  to  political  organizations,  such  as 
irrigation  districts  are,  so  far  as  to  guarantee  the  bonds  thereof. 
I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Secretary  directed  to 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Honorable  Secretary. 

Mr.  Mills. — The  proprietor  of  the  Breeder  and  Sportsman  of 
San  Francisco  has  requested  me  to  state  to  the  Board  that 
there  is  in  preparation  for  the  Board  a  tabulated  statement 
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regarding  the  breeding  and  achievements  of  twenty-five  hors- 
es, as  compared  with  twenty-five  of  the  best  horses  in  the 
world,  and  it  will  show  that  the  California  horses  make  a  re- 
markable showing. 

He  delegated  me  to  ask  if  the  Board  would  receive  it. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, as  it  would,  if  distributed  in  the  East,  be  the  means  of 
showing  the  favorable  conditions  presented  by  California  for 
the  rearing  of  the  best  type  of  horses. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  were  tendered  to  the  donor  for  his 
valuable  present. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  addressed  letters  to 
each  of  the  representatives  in  the  Board,  requesting  him  to  re- 
port at  this  meeting  the  area  of  so-called  cheap  lands  in  his  | 
county,  the  price  per  acre,  nearness  to  railroad  or  water  com- 
munication, kind  of  fruit  which  could  be  raised  thereon,  cli- 
mate, altitude,  and  other  facts  which  would  go  to  show  their 
suitability  for  settlement.  He  stated  that  the  letters  he  had 
received  from  the  East  led  him  to  believe  that  the  people  in 
the  East  were  under  the  impression  that  lands  in  California 
were  held  at  from  $200  to  $500  per  acre. 

The  Secretary  read  the  reports,  which  were  from  Butte,  Cal- 
averas, El  Dorado,  Fresno,  Lassen,  Los  Angeles,  Monterey, 
Placer,  San  Luis  Obispo,  Stanislaus,  Sonoma,  and  Tehama. 

[These  reports,  as  soon  as  other  counties  are  heard  from, 
will  be  published.] 

When  the  letter  from  Fresno  county  was  read,  there  was 
some  discussion  over  that  part  which  stated  that  land  could 
be  obtained  there  for  from  $7  to  $40  per  acre. 

Mr.  Morrissey,  of  Stockton,  was  desirous  of  knowing  where 
land  could  be  obtained  for<$7  per  acre. 

Mr.  Maslin. — The  land  is  at  an  altitude  of  from  500  to  2,000  I 
feet,  and  is  in  the  foothills.    The  hills  also  contain  some  small 
valleys. 

Mr.  Mills. — I  know  the  land  in  question.  It  is  of  the  same  I 
class  as  that  around  Loomis,  Penryn  and  Newcastle,  in  Placer 
county,  which  has  the^name  of  being  the  best  fruit  land  in 
the  State.  Not  long  ago  this  land  sold  for  from  $5  to  $25  per 
acre,  but  settlement  and  the  discovery  of  its  superiority  for 
fruit  culture  and  railroad  facilities  have  increased  its  selling 
value  into  the  hundreds. 
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Heretofore  the  section  in  Fresno  has  had  no  railroad,  and 
on  that  account  there  has  been  no  inducement  to  plant 
orchards.  The  land  is  on  the  old  Madera  road  to  the  Yosem- 
ite.  The  Southern  Pacific  Company  is  building  a  road  from 
Fresno  to  Coarse  Gold  Gulch,  and  it  will  open  up  for  settle- 
ment some  of  the  finest  valley  and  foothill  lands  in  California, 
which  can  now  be  bought  cheap. 

Mr.  Mills  spoke  further  on  the  subject  of  cheap  lands,  say- 
ing that  the  best  lands  were  the  cheapest,  while  cheap  lands 
were  sometimes  dear  at  any  price.  He  believed  that  intend- 
ing purchasers  should  not  only  be  told  of  the  price  of  land  at 
present,  but  also  its  distance  from  a  market,  its  productive- 
ness, how  cheaply  it  can  be  improved,  and  what  cultivated 
lands  in  the  vicinity  are  worth.  He  thought  that  the  particu- 
lar point  which  should  be  made  was,  What  is  such  land  capa- 
ble of  becoming  ?  The  farmer  in  Iowa,  Indiana,  Ohio  and 
Illinois  is  accustomed  to  look  upon  a  highly  developed  farm 
as  worth  $50  an  acre.  When  you  tell  him  that  uncultivated 
land  in  California,  under  a  ditch,  is  cheap  at  $50  an  acre,  he 
does  not  clearly  understand  you.  You  must  tell  him  what  the 
land  can  be  made  to  yield. 

When  it  is  stated  that  excellent  orange  land  in  Southern 
California  can  be  purchased  for  $100  an  acre,  its  cheapness  is 
well  understood,  because  the  world  has  been  educated  to  know 
that  an  orange  orchard  is  worth. $1,000  an  acre.  To  give  the 
present  value  of  lands  here,  unaccompanied  by  any  statement" 
of  the  distance  to  market,  the  character  of  its  products,  the 
profits  of  cultivation,  and  the  capacity  of  the  land  for  subse- 
quent development,  is  not  information.  The  growth  of 
America  was  due  more  to  the  fact  that  land  was  cheap  here, 
than  to  any  particular  magic  existing  or  supposed  to  exist  in 
our  institutions. 

The  fact  that  the  lands  in  the  great  West  were  cheaper 
than  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  was  an  inclined  plane,  which 
caused  a  frontier  of  civilization  to  race  across  this  continent. 
Land  is  cheap  or  dear  in  proportion  to  the  profit  of  the  culti- 
vation. The  highest  priced  land  today  in  California  is  the 
cheapest. 

He  then  went  on  to  discuss  the  land  question,  arguing 
that  large  holdings  were  a  drawback  and  curse  to  the  country. 
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He  instanced  a  case  in  Amador  county,  where  there  were  once 
homes  and  orchards ;  settlers  were  plentiful,  a  handsome 
church  was  built,  and  the  community  prospered.  Finally  the 
courts  decided  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  owner  of  a  cer- 
tain Spanish  grant,  and  the  land  that  once  supported  hundreds 
of  contented  people  now  furnishes  a  precarious  living  for  a 
few  hundred  cattle.  This  land  has  changed  hands,  and  is  to 
be  subdivided  and  sold  to  settlers.  In  the  Sacramento  Valley 
today  there  are  one  hundred  landowners,  each  of  whom  is  in 
possession  of  40,000  acres.  He  believed,  however,  that  the 
day  would  come  when  the  slopes  of  the  Sierra  would  be  set- 
tled, and  be  one  vast  vineyard  and  orchard.  When  this  was 
done,  the  prosperity  of  California  would  be  beyond  that  of 
any  other  country.  In  discussing  the  question,  he  held  that 
the  emigration  from  Europe  was  induced  simply  by  the  fact 
that  in  their  native  country  they  cannot  own  land,  while  here 
it  is  comparatively  cheap.  In  this  connection  Mr.  Mills  quot- 
ed the  fact  that  an  English  court  had  lately  refused  to  ratify 
the  sale  of  a  piece  of  timber  land  for  over  £4,000,000,  on  the 
ground  that  the  price  was  not  large  enough.  He  doubted 
that  the  land  in  question  amounted  to  over  2,003  acres,  if  it 
amounted  to  that  much,  while  better  timber  land  in  this  State 
could  be  obtained  for  $2,50  an  acre. 

Maj.  E.  W.  Jones  of  Los  Angeles. — The  report  read  by  your 
Secretary  from  Mr.  Willard,  the  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Los  Angeles  city,  misled  the  members  of  this 
Board.  The  lands  to  which  he  referred  are  lands  in  San  Ber- 
nardino county.  The  first  named  touch  the  Mojave  river  in 
Hesperia  district,  and  can  be  bought  for  $25  per  acre  ;  the 
second  are  between  Rialto  and  Etawanda,  and  can  be  bought 
for  $.50  per  acre.  I  have  a  report  of  Los  Angeles  land,  but 
prefer  to  obtain  more  data  before  finally  filing  it.  There  are 
cheap  lands  in  Los  Angeles,  fulfilling  all  the  needs  of  the  in- 
tending settlers,  but  they  are  somewhat  remote  from  densely 
settled  sections.  But  men  must  take  their  chances,  as  others 
did.  Values  will  increase  by  settlement — some  of  these  cheap 
lands  may  prove  to  be  the  best  in  the  county.  When  our 
report  is  filed,  it  will  be  a  plain,  truthful  statement.  I  am 
opposed  to  any  more  "boom"  advertising  of  our  glorious  cli- 
mate.   Desirable  immigrants  cannot  longer  be  attracted  by 
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that  means.  We  must  set  forth  the  plain  truth  for  practical 
men.  The  truth  is  enough  to  tell,  and  then  the  half  will  not 
be  believed. 

Mr.  Irish. — I  know  the  land  alluded  to  in  San  Bernardino 
county.  It  abuts  on  the  State  of  Nevada.  Years  ago  similar 
land  in  the  State  of  Nevada  had  been  settled  upon  by  emi- 
grants from  Utah.  They  had  built  irrigation  works,  and  had 
planted  orange,  almond,  and  peach  orchards.  Brigham  Young, 
however,  recalled  them  to  Utah,  and  all  obeyed  the  command 
save  two  Italian  families — the  only  Italian  Mormons  I  know  of. 

I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  heads  of  these  fam- 
ilies, and  learned  that  the  orange,  peach,  and  almond  trees 
planted  years  ago  were  still  flourishing  without  irrigation, 
although  they  had  not  been  attended  to  for  years. 

Mr.  Mills. — I  have  special  agents  investigating  the  land,  and 
I  believe  that  there  are  at  least  20,000  acres,  at  $10  per  acre. 
I  think  it  is  good  land,  but  there  are  climatic  objections,  on 
account  of  the  winds  ;  but  these  winds  may  not  be  objection- 
able to  some  persons. 

Mr.  Irish  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that 
this  year  the  fruit  is  going  to  waste  in  this  State.  Certain 
conditions  have  conspired  to  lower  the  price  of  green  fruit, 
and  limit  the  market.  The  remedy  at  present  proposed  is  to 
dry  the  fruit,  but  we  are  not  assured  of  the  domestic  market 
for  all  of  our  dried  fruit.  There  was  not  a  sufficient  market 
for  our  dried  fruits,  and  he  believed  the  present  market  should 
be  extended.  Dried  fruits  should  be  introduced  in  England, 
and  in  a  few  years  there  would  be  a  market  there  for  more 
than  we  could  export.  Makers  of  jams  and  jellies  in  England 
had  assured  him  that  dried  fruits  were  unknown  there,  and 
would  have  an  immense  sale. 

His  idea  was  that  the  State  Board  enter  into  communication 
with  the  great  cooperative  institutions  of  England,  which  were 
composed  of  the  laboring  people.  These  institutions  yearly 
handled  goods  to  the  amount  of  many  millions  of  pounds  ster- 
ling. It  was  estimated  that  they  took  the  entire  butter  product 
of  Ireland,  beside  importing  butter  largely  from  Holland  and 
the  United  States.  In  this  way  the  dried  fruits  of  California 
would  be  introduced  directly  to  the  masses.  Mr.  Irish  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  vegetables  and  fruit  in  England  were 
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held  at  high  prices,  and  he  believed  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  could  not  get  the  vegetable  food  for  which  their 
stomachs  craved,  that  the  poorer  classes  took  to  drink.  Once 
give  these  people  a  taste  of  our  dried  fruits,  and  the  market 
for  them  will  grow  beyond  all  expectation. 

Mr.  Maslin. — This  week  I  met  a  gentleman  who  is  on  his 
way  to  Germany,  and  he  has  promised  to  report  to  me,  so  soon 
as  he  can,  whether  our  dried  and  canned  fruits  can  be  placed 
on  the  market  there,  at  what  they  can  be  sold  for,  and  the 
rates  of  transportation,  and  how  they  should  be  packed.  He 
believed  that  we  can  open  up  a  profitable  correspondence  in 
Germany. 

Col.  Irish.— We  ought  to  have  a  full  line  of  dried  fruit  all  the 
time  in  our  exhibition  rooms.  We  are  neglecting  the  manu- 
factures of  the  State  ;  and  I  say  to  the  manufacturers  that  you 
are  neglecting  the  opportunity  to  display  your  wares,  not  only 
to  our  own  citizens,  but  to  the  visitors  from  the  East,  who 
visit  our  rooms  to  the  number  of  nearly  one  thousand  a 
month,  by  omitting  to  exhibit  at  the  rooms  of  the  State  Board 
of  Trade.  The  products  of  skilled  labor  should  be  displayed, 
and  viewed  with  the  same  interest  as  the  products  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  McAfee. — I  rise  to  second  Col.  Irish  with  regard  to  the 
State  Board  discussing  the  dried  fruit  interest  of  the  State. 
There  is  no  question  that  interests  us  more.  My  county  (Kern) 
equals  any  county  in  the  State.  We  will  have  an  abundance 
of  deciduous  fruit ;  sometimes  we  may  have  a  super-abundance, 
and  we  must  dry  it,  But  there  must  be  a  certain  market.  As 
it  is,  sometimes  the  fruit  grower  sells  his  fruit  green,  and  at 
other  times  he  dries  it  ;  but  in  the  latter  case,  he  is  not  now 
sure  of  a  market.  If  we  could  develop  a  market,  growers  would 
dry  every  year  for  such  market,  and  thus  both  supply  and  de- 
mand would  be  depended  upon.  I  therefore  offer  this  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to 
raise  a  fund  by  subscription  from  the  merchants  and  fruit 
growers  of  the  State,  to  be  called  the  "  Market-Seeking  Fund," 
and  therewith  to  send  samples  of  fruit  to  responsible  parties 
in  foreign  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  new  markets 
for  California  fruits,  dried  and  canned. 
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Col.  Irish. — I  second  the  resolution.  General  Booth  of  the 
Siivation  Army,  in  his  book  called  "  In  Darkest  England," 
makes  the  statement  that  on  account  of  the  climatic  condi- 
tions in  England,  the  production  of  fruits  and  vegetables  is 
very  limited.  The  vegetables  are  largely  imported  from  for- 
eign countries,  and  on  account  of  the  extreme  cost,  the  poorer 
classes  are  restricted  in  their  diet.  The  absence  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  produces  disease,  and  may  account  for  the  gross 
taste  for  spirituous  liquors  which  General  Booth  so  patheti- 
cally laments  as  the  vice  of  certain  classes  of  English  people. 

Mr.  Mills. — Col.  Irish  has  referred  to  General  Booth's  book, 
and  those  of  you  who  have  not  read  it  have  in  store  a  great 
literary  treat.  The  literary  style  is  unexceptionally  excellent, 
and  the  contents  is  a  revelation  of  the  condition  of  the  poor 
classes  in  a  country  of  the  highest  civilization.  I  have  read 
the  book  with  profit.  There  are  eight  hundred  thousand  peo- 
ple who  have  no  homes,  no  cover  for  their  heads  at  night.  The 
poor  who  labor  have  not  the  mixed  diet  which  seems  so  essen- 
tial to  the  best  physical  vigor.  Vegetables  and  fruit,  which 
with  us  are  so  cheap,  are  the  costliest  fruit  in  London,  or  all 
over  England.  Nearly  $  5,000,000  were  given  to  General  Booth 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those  people.  By  sending  over 
100,000  cases  of  dried  and  canned  fruit,  it  would  attract  atten- 
tion, and  if  the  proper  means  were  taken  to  teach  people  how 
dried  fruit  should  be  cooked — for  there  is  an  art  about  it  which 
our  housewives  understand — a  great  market  would  be  opened 
to  us.  With  a  "  market-seeking  fund  "  this  can  be  done, -and 
in  this  connection,  for  this  enterprise,  I  believe  the  railroads 
would  give  free  transportation,  and  assist  one  of  the  most  char- 
itable organizations  of  modern  times. 

Mr.  McDonald  of  Santa  Rosa,  also  heartily  indorsed  the 
scheme.  He  knew  that  there  would  be  an  immense  quantity 
of  fruit  go  to  waste  in  Sonoma  county  this  year,  for  the  reason 
that  there  was  no  market  for  it,  the  canneries  not  being  able 
to  handle  the  immense  crop. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  said  that  he  would  take  time  to  appoint  the 
committee. 


The  President. — This  I  consider  one  of  the  most  important 
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things  that  has  been  brought  before  this  meeting.  I  think 
Col.  Irish's  suggestion  a  good  one.  I  would  like  the  views  of 
Mr.  Kinsey,  of  the  Johnson-Locke  Mercantile  Co  ,  who  is 
thoroughly  posted  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Kinsey. — We  certainly  must  look  into  the  dried  fruit 
industry,  which  promises  to  exceed  in  value  the  green  fruit 
business.  What  to  do  with  the  undoubted  surplus  of  fruit  is 
a  very  serious  question.  If  we  could  establish  a  certain  mar- 
ket for  our  dried  fruits,  the  question  of  settling  the  foothill 
lands  or  the  cheap  valley  lands  would  be  settled.  Along  the 
lines  of  the  transcontinental  roads,  the  green  fruit  interest  will 
predominate,  and  from  the  large  profits  derived  from  such 
fruits,  the  value  of  such  lands  must  be  relatively  high.  Out 
there  are  lands  remote  from  the  railroads,  10  and  15  miles  dis- 
tant, which  are  of  exceptional  fertility,  and  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  growing  of  fruits  for  drying.  When  the  industry  of 
growing  fruits  for  drying  is  well  established,  these  lands,  with 
their  acknowledged  fertility,  and  the  climate  and  good  water 
that  accompany  them,  must  equal  in  value  the  lands  that  lie 
nearer  the  means  of  transportation. 

Drying  and  canning  fruit  is  the  outcome,  or  rather  the  prime 
necessity,  of  intensified  horticulture.  A  pound  of  green  fruit 
pays  a  freight  for  one  pound  of  rapid  freight,  with  all  the  con- 
tingencies of  insecurity  of  shipment  and  a  glutted  market.  On 
the  other  hand,  dried  fruit  can  be  sent  east  on  slow  freight, 
and  be  held  for  a  possible  market.  Hence  I  say  the  dried  and 
canned  fruit  interest  is  the  one  to  be  fostered,  and  probably  in 
time  will  be  the  leading  interest  of  the  State.  When  we  con- 
sider that  30  pounds  of  green  fruit  will  produce  a  case  of  two 
dozen  of  canned  fruit,  and  that  six  pounds  of  green  fruit,  and 
sometimes  three,  will  produce  one  pound  of  dried  fruit,  the 
truth  of  my  assertion  can  be  readily  seen.  Heretofore  there 
has  been  no  special  effort  made  to  open  markets  in  a  foreign 
country,  except  Australia,  and  that  market  is  beginning  to 
take  our  dried  fruits.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  intro- 
duce our  dried  fruits  into  England,  but  so  far  with  not  very 
happy  results.  I  learned  today  that  two  carloads  of  apricots 
were  sent  to  England, and  300  boxes  were  sent  to  Hamburg,  the 
limit  being  10^  cents  per  pound.  But  I  do  not  think  we  are 
going  to  find  a  market  that  will  consume  our  surplus,  unless 
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we  can  lay  it  down  at  a  figure  that  will  place  it  in  the  hands  of 
poor  people — what  we  call  middle  class  people.  It  is  a  question 
of  freight.  The  whole  situation  is  summed  up  in  four  rules  : 
1st.  Produce  fruit  as  abundantly  as  we  can — the  merchant 
understands  this  rule.  2d.  Let  the  world  know  we  have  it. 
3d.  Concentrate  growths  in  localities  according  to  the  adap- 
tability of  the  soil  and  climate,  and  means  of  transportation. 
This  is  the  European  plan  :  one  locality  to  be  noted  for  raisins, 
another  for  vines,  another  for  pears,  or  prunes,  etc.  4th.  Place 
the  fruit  on  market  in  good  condition  and  handsomely  packed. 
Commercially  speaking,  we  will  have  to  have  agents  on  the 
other  side  of  the  water  who  will  distribute  our  goods.  Let  the 
merchants  send,  say  to  England,  four  or  five  carloads, — 100,000 
lbs,  and  let  it  be  distributed  at  whatever  price  it  will  bring,  or 
even  free,  so  as  to  induce  a  taste  for  our  products. 

Accompanying  each  lot  of  fruit  should  be  a  recipe  for  pre- 
paring it  for  consumption.  The  people  in  Europe  do  not  yet 
know  how  to  cook  our  fruits.  I  hope  some  steps  will  be  taken 
by  the  Board  to  introduce  our  dried  and  canned  fruits  into 
European  markets. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  sent,  by  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  Goodman,  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  to  Detroit,  for  dis- 
tribution at  the  encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  2,000  climatic 
maps,  2,500  of  General  Chipman's  late  report,  and  other  liter- 
ature. 

Mr.  F.  S.  Chapin,  the  representative  of  the  Board,  is  still  ■ 
traveling,  obtaining  statistics  for  handbook,  and  urging  affiili- 
ation  with  the  Board.    Since  the  last  meeting,  Humboldt  and 
Mendocino  Counties  have  signified  their  purpose  to  join. 

When  the  Convention  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  met  in  this 
city,  in  July,  the  Secretary  invited  the  members  to  visit  the 
Exhibition  rooms.  We  were  honored  by  a  visit  from  President 
Marion  Cannon,  and  Messrs.  John  S.  Dore,  E.  M.  Wardall, 
Jesse  Poundstone,  Davis  Reed  and  James  Morgan,  the  execu- 
tive committee,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Moore,  the  business  agent,  of 
the  Alliance.  The  purposes  of  the  Board  were  explained.  The 
Convention  passed  a  resolution  endorsing  the  Board,  and  rec- 
ommended its  support  by  the  farmers  of  the  State. 

The  Secretary  further  reported  that  he  had  secured  from  the 
S.  P.  Co.  and  the  Southern  California  Railway  Co.  statistics 
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relating  to  the  exportation  of  vegetables  from  the  State  to  the 
East  as  follows  : 

Soutliern  Pacific. 

1888.                     1889.  1890. 

Onions             1,863,940  lbs.        1,417,680  lbs.  1,006,450 lbs. 

Potatoes  24,680,950  10,375,840  26,835,430 

Vegetables  ..  15,787,340  9,282,510  10,458,595 

Southern  California  Raihvay  Co.  (A.  &  P.  system.) 

1890. 

Potatoes   3,794,000  lbs. 

Vegetables   7,740,000 

Onions  are  included  under  the  head  of  vegetables. 

The  Secretary  requested  the  privilege  of  publishing  the 
proceedings,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Baker,  of  San  Francisco,  resigned  as  a  member, 
on  the  ground  that  he  did  not  have  the  time  to  devote  to  the 
Board.  As  the  Board  had  entered  upon  quite  active  duties, 
he  thought  a  more  active  person  should  be  selected.  The  res- 
ignation was  reluctantly  accepted.  Mr.  B.  N.  Hawley's  name 
was  suggested,  but  no  action  was  taken,  as  there  were  not 
enough  members  from  San  Francisco  present  to  select  the 
successor. 

The  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  8th. 


The  room  of  the  State  Board  is  becoming  a  popular  place 
for  visitors  who  are  seeking  for  information  respecting  the 
State.  About  an  average  of  500  people  daily  visit  the  room. 
Not  one-third  register,  as  no  attempt  is  made  to  solicit  regis- 
try. The  registry  was  opened  on  June  16th,  at  4  p.  m.,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visitors,  and  whence 
they  came,  for  the  22  days  ending  Saturday,  July  nth,  at  the 
same  hour. 

The  total  number  of  recorded  visitors  during  this  period  was 
3,057,  or  an  average  of  139  per  day.    Largest  number  on  any 
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one  day  was  258.  Visitors  from  the  city  of  San  Francisco 
numbered  1,152,  and  those  from  other  parts  of  the  State,  1,027. 
The  others  came  from  various  parts  of  the  world,  as  follows : 


Alabama ....    7 

Alaska   2 

Arizona  13 

Arkansas   3 

Colorado  25 

Connecticut   5 

Florida   I 

Georgia    2 

Idaho   2 

Illinois  65 

Indiana   12 

Iowa  27 

Kansas  17 

Kentucky   4 

Louisiana  1 1 

Maine   3 

Maryland   I 

Massachusetts  38 

Michigan  17 

Minnesota   27 

Missouri  30 

Montana   8 

Nebraska  15 

Nevada  22 

New  Hampshire   2 

New  Jersey   .  6 

New  Mexico   1 

New  York   120 

Ohio  34 

Oregon  29 

Pennsylvania  35 

Rhode  Island     6 

South  Carolina   1 

South  Dakota   3 

Teruessee        2 


Texas  25 

Utah  27 

Virginia   2 

Washington   56 

Washington,  D.  C  11 

Wisconsin  16 

Wyoming   2 

Canada  15 

Victoria,  B.  C   5 

Prince  Edwards  Island   2 

Halifax,  N.  S   2 

St.  Johns,  N.  B   1 

Mexico   5 

South  America   .  4 

Central  America   7 

Germany   4 

France    5 

Denmark   2 

Sweden  

Holland  

Italy    

England    3 

Scotland  

Ireland  

Wales  

Jersey,  C.  I  

Australia  1 

New  Zealand  

Hawaiian  Islands  1 

Tahiti  

China  

Japan   

India  

Havana  

Algiers  (Africa)  


PROCEEDINGS 


California  State  Board  of  Trade, 


SEPTEMBER  8,  1891. 


SPECIAL  SUBJECT:  NICARAGUA  CANAL, 


HON.  EUGENE  J.  GREGORY,  President. 

E.   W.  MAS  LIN,  Secretary. 


Office,  603  Market  Street,  San  Francisco. 

BACON  &  COMPANY,  PRINTERS,  6<;8  ClAY  ST. 


^aliforpia  ^tat^  Board  of  Srade, 

603  dlfl^KET  STREET, 

(grand  hotel  block,) 

SAN    FRANCISCO,  CAL. 


Hon.  EUGENE  J.  GREGORY  President 

WM.  H.  MILLS  First  Vice-President 

J.  S.  EMERY  Second  Vice-President 

GRANGERS'  BANK  Treasurer 

E.  W.  M ASUN  General  Manager  and  Secretary 


EXECUTIVE  COJttJVLITTEE. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Emery  Oakland,  Alameda  County 

A.  A.  Hibbard  Chico,  Butte  County 

Hon.  A.  F.  Jones  Oroville,  Butte  County 

Gen.  N.  P.  Chipman  Red  Bluff,  Tehama  County 

E.  E.  Greer  Sacramento,  Sacramento  County 

Hon.  Eugene  J.  Gregory  Sacramento,  Sacramento  County 

Hon.  J.  A.  Morrissey  Stockton,  San  Joaquin  County 

L.  G.  Harvey  El  Dorado  County  * 

L.  D.  Marks  Placerville,  El  Dorado  County 

CapT.  H.  A.  MESSENGER  Valley  Springs,  Calaveras  County 

Hon.  A.  Caminetti  Jackson,  Amador  County 

J.  B.  Cor^DWEEE  Modesto,  Stanislaus  County 

S.  H.  CoEE  Fresno,  Fresno  County 

L.  C.  McAPEE  Bakersfield,  Kern  County 

C.  V.  W.  Hooper.  Merced,  Merced  County 

Major  E.  W.  Jones  Los  Angeles,  Los  Angeles  County 

Jos.  W.  Davis  Porterville,  Tulare  County 

Mark  1,.  McDonald  Santa  Rosa,  Sonoma  County 

Andrew  Price  Healdsburg,  Sonoma  County 

G.  N.  Pl,aTT  Vacaville,  Solano  County 

Hon.  John  Boggs  Colusa  Count) 

Tyi,ER  Beach  San  Jose,  Santa  Clara  Councy 

E.  W.  MASEIN  Loomis,  Placer  County 
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Executive  Committee. 


Hon.  Jesse  D.  Carr  Salinas  City,  Monterey  County 

C.  C.  Hutchinson  Susanville,  Lassen  County 

H.  Raap  Martinez,  Contra  Costa  County 

G.  M.  Francis  Napa,  Napa  County 

F^om  snyi  F^^cisco. 

Wm.  H.  Miees  Fourth  and  Townsend  Streets 

Hon.  John  P.  Irish  No.  26  Montgomery  Street 

Iv.  L.  Baker  No.  2  Pine  Street 

A.  W.  STarbird  No.  107  Market  Street 

A.  GaeeaTin  No.  24  PVemont  Street 

A.  B.  Forbes  No.  401  California  Street 

A.  P.  HoTaeing  City 

A.  D.  CuTEER  No.  121  Market  Street 

Geo.  C.  Perkins  No.  10  Market  Street 

N.  W.  Spaueding  City 

C.  E.  Whitney  City 


At  our  rooms  is  an  exhibition  of  the  Productions  of  the  State,  to 
which  you  are  freely  invited.  The  Secretary  will  be  glad  to  answer  any 
communications,  and  furnish  literature  relating  to  the  State. 

E.  W.  MASIvIN,  Secretary. 


HIST  OF  JVLEJWBERS   SUBSCRIBING  TO  TfiE 
CAHIFORrilA  STATE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


flTTOt?flEYS.  Wells,  Fargo  Bank,  Market  and  San- 

some. 

William  Tait,  319  California. 

Bfl^E^S. 

BflJlKS  AfJD  BA^EI^S. 

American  Biscuit  Co.,  801  Battery. 

Anglo-Californian  Bank,  Pine  and 


Sansome. 


BOOJ^S. 


Bank  of  California,  Pine  and  San- 
some. Payot,  Upham  &  Co.,  216  Pine. 
Grangers  Bank,  California  and  Bat- 

„  tery-    e    .  ,  T         0    •  ,  CARPETS,  ETC. 

German  Savings  and  Loan  Society, 

Montgomery  and  Market.  Fredericks  &  Co.,  649  Market. 

Humboldt  Savings  and  Loan  Soci-  w  &  j#  gloan,  643  Market. 

ety,  18  Geary.  jones  &  Co.,  Cleaners,  8th  St. 

S.  F.  Savings  Union,  522  California. 

Sather  Banking  Co. ,  Pine  and  San-      CRPITRli  RflD  COJVIIVIE^CE. 
some. 

Donohoe  &  Kelly,  Montgomery  and  Alaska  Commercial' Co.,  310  San- 
Sacramento,  some. 


List  of  Members. 
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A.  Borel,  311  Montgomery. 
Daniel  Meyer,  18  Sansome. 

Armsby,  J.  K.  &  Co.,  14  Davis. 
Beck,  D.  L.  &  Son,  32  Fremont. 
Bissenger  &  Co.,  25  California. 
Christy  &  Wise,  Fifth  and  Townsend. 
Dingley,  C.  h-  &  Co.,  29  Stewart. 
Dod'ge,  Sweeney  &  Co.,  it6  Market. 
Dutard,  H.,  Davis  and  Sacramento. 
Grangers  Business  Association,  108 
Davis. 

Jones,  S.  &  Co.,  209  California. 
Lusk,  A.  &  Co.,  308  Market. 
Moore,  Ferguson  &  Co.,  310  Cali- 
fornia. 

Nev.  Warehouse  and  Dock  Co.,  202 

Sansome. 
Porter  Bros.,  407  Davis  St. 
Rosenbaum   Bros.,  California  and 

Front. 

Siegfried  &  Brandenstein,  15  Cali- 
fornia. 

Schacht,  Lemcke  &  Steiner,  16 
Drumm. 

Vermeil,  J.       Third  and  Berry. 

Waterman  &  Co.,  314  California. 

Williams,  Dimond  &  Co.,  202  Mar- 
ket. 

Williams,  Brown  &  Co.,  116  Cali- 
fornia. 

Whitney,  C.  B.  &Co.,ioi  California. 

CO^PO^BLTIO^S,  ETC. 

Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co. ,  10  Mar- 
ket 

Postal  Telegraph  Co.,  542  Market. 
Pacific  Gas  Imp.  Co. ,  Annie. 
S.  F.  &  N.  P.  R.  R.  Co.,  410 Mission. 
Spreckles  Bros.,  327  Market. 
Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 
Wells,  Fargo  &  Co. 

CliOTfil^C 

Brown  Bros.,  123  Sansome. 
M.  Hyman  &  Co.,  no  Sansome. 
Mann  &  Benedict,  21  Montgomery. 
Neustadter  Bros.,  131  Sansome. 
Roos  Bros.,  31  Kearny. 

CHOCKE^Y  flj^D  GLiflSS. 

Abrahamson,  Bacon  &  Heunisch,  26 
Main. 

Nathan,  Dohrman  &Co.,  130  Sutter. 
J.  Strauss  &  Co.,  104  Battery. 
Wangenheim,  Sternheim  &  Co.,  528 
Market. 


CO^pECTIO^lE^S. 

Rothschild  &  Ehrenpfort,  118  Front. 

Studebaker  Mfg.  Co.,  201  Market. 

Dt^UGS. 

L,angley  &  Michels  Co.,  34  First. 

Deipnitz  &  Co.,  236  Sutter. 

Redington  &  Co.,  55  Second. 

J.  R.  Gates,  417  Sansome. 

J.  H.  Widber  &  Co.,  703  Market. 

Wakelee  &  Co. , Montgomery  &  Bush. 

Apothecary  Hall,  Grand  Hotel  Block 

Df*V  GOODS  RfiQ  CLtOTflS. 

Bachman  Bros.,  10  Battery. 
Cerf,  Schloss  &  Co.,  111  Battery. 
Dinkelspiel  &  Co.,  37  Battery. 
Murphy,  Grant  &  Co.,  100  Sansome. 
Neuberger,  Reiss  &  Co.,  516  Market. 
O'Connor,  Moffat  &  Co.,  121  Post. 
Reiss  Bros. ,  26  Sutter. 
Levi  Strauss  &  Co.,  16  Battery 
Stein,  Simon   &  Co.,  Market  and 
Second. 

Raphael  Weil  &  Co.,  101  Kearny. 
J.  J.  O'Brien,  Market  and  Jones. 

EXPRESS  A^D  BflGGflOE. 

Pacific  Transfer  Co.,  no  Sutter. 

F^fiJVIES,  PICTURES,  ETC. 

Bass,  Heuter  Co.,  14  Ellis. 
Gump  &  Co.,  581  Market. 
Sanborn,  Vail  &  Co.,  857  Market. 
Schussler  Bros.,  27  Grant  Ave. 

pflJJCY  GOODS,  ETC. 

Buyer  &  Reich,  221  Bush. 
Carlson-Currier  Silk  Co.,  2  Sutter. 
Muser  Bros.,  541  Market. 
Newman  &  Levinson,  129  Kearny. 
Sachs  Bros.  &  Co.,  Sansome  and 
Bush. 

pU^fHTUf^E,  ETC. 

Cal.  Furniture  Co.,  117  Geary. 
G.  H.  Fuller,  640  Misson. 
Heywood  Bros.,  66^  Mission. 
Hill,  S.  H.,  22  Hubbard 
Hulse,  Bradford  ,\;  Co.,  760  Mission. 
obsoii-BniT  Folding  Bed  Co.,  644 

Mission. 
A.  J.  Forbes,  213  Mission. 
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PUNISHING  GOODS. 

W.  Cohen  &  Co.,  15  Battery. 
Kagleson  &  Co.,  750  Market. 
Greenbaum,  Weil  &  Michels,  17  San- 
some. 

Kraker  &  Israel,  525  Market. 

GAS  FIXTURES. 

Bush  &  Mallet,  34  Geary. 

GLiOVE  JVLfL^UFRCTUf^E^S. 

Conklin  &  Co.,  507  Mission. 
Carson  Glove  Co.,  318  Market. 

G^OCEf^IES,  TEAS,  ETC. 

Castle  Bros.,  200  Davis. 
J.  A.  Folger  &  Co.,  104  California. 
Hooper,  Jennings  &  Co.,  213  Front. 
Jones  &  Co.,  28  Fremont. 
Kruse  &  Euler,  209  Front. 
Lebenbaum  Bros.,  215  Sutter. 
Macondray  &  Co.,  427  Market. 
Haas  Bros.,  100  California. 
Schilling  &  Co.,  108  Market. 
Tillmann  &  Bendel,  313  Battery. 
Wellman,  Peck  &  Co.,  128  Market. 

Baker  &  Hamilton,  2  Pine. 
Carolau  &  Co.,  115  California. 
Dunham, Carigan  &  Haden,  19  Beale. 
Hawley  Bros.,  301  Market. 
Holbrook,  Merrill  &  Stetson,  225 
Market. 

Huntington,  Hopkins  Co.,  24  Fre- 
mont. 

W.  W.  Montague  &  Co.,  317  Market. 
Sellar  Bros.,  114  Battery. 
G.  H.  Tay  &  Co.,  614  Battery. 
Justinian  Caire,  521  Market. 
Osborn  &  Alexander,  Market  and 

P'remont. 
Crane  &  Co.,  405  Market. 
Deere  Implement  Co.,  305  Market. 

flOTEIiS. 

Russ  House,  Montgomery  St. 
Burlington,  605  Market. 

IJMSU^JUMCE. 

Fireman's  Fund,  California  and  San- 
some. 

Forbes,  A.  B.,  401  California. 
Home  Mutual,  216  Sansome. 


Ins.  Co.  of  N.  A.,  L.  G.  Harvey,  412 

California. 
Samuel  Johnston,  510  California. 
Lion  and  Imperial,  214  Sansome. 
Pacific  Mutual  Life,  418  California. 
Sun  Ins.  Co.,  428  California. 

dEUUEli^Y. 

Hammersmith  &  Field,  118  Sutter. 

liERTHEF?  St  piflDlflGS. 

W.  B.  Sumner  &  Co.,  415  Front. 
Mattern  &  Moore,  25  New  Montgom- 
ery. 

LUmBE^,  ETC. 

Adams,  W.  J.,  10  Market. 
Clark  &  Webster,  24  Spear. 
Harris  &  Jones,  838  Bryant. 
C.  A.  Hooper  &  Co.,  California  and 
Front. 

Kennedy  &  Shaw,  840  Fourth. 
Little  &  Knowles,  198  Mission. 
Pope  &  Talbot,  204  California. 
Renton,  Holmes  &  Co.,  3  Steuart. 
Starbird  &  Goldstone,  107  Market. 
Sierra  Flume  &  Lumber  Co.,  320 
Steuart. 

San  Francisco  Lumber  Co.,  J2  Steu- 
art. 

S.  E.  Slade,  14  Stuart. 
Welch  &  Co.,  220  California. 
Wilson  &  Bro.,  20  Drumm. 

LiIQUOH  AND  WIJ4E  ROUSES. 

Amer.  Champagne  Co.,  849  Folsom. 
J.  S.  Bowman,  213  Battery. 
Bundshu,  Guudlach  &  Co.,  (Wines) 

Second  St. 
Dickson,  De  Wolf  &  Co.,  (Wines) 

414  Battery. 
Greenebaum   &   Co.,    (Wines)  51 

First. 

A.  P.  Hotaling  &  Co.,  431  Jackson. 

Holturn  &  Co.,  100  First  St. 

Kohler  &  Frohling,  (Wines)  Second 
and  Folsom. 

Lachman  &  Jacobi,  (Wines)  Second 
and  Bryant. 

Livingston  &  Co.,  25  Fremont. 

C.  Melczar  &  Co.,  (Wines)  504  Mar- 
ket. 

Meyerfield,  Mitchell  &  Liebenbaum, 

116  Front  St. 
Naber,  Alfs  &  Brune,  323  Market. 


List  of  Members. 
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A.  Doble  &  Co.,  15  Fremont. 
Dow  Steam  Pump  Co.,  111  Beale. 
Hinckley,    Spiers    &    Hayes,  213 
Front. 

Hamilton  Leach,  299  Mission. 
F.  A.  Huntington,  219  First. 
Pacific  Rolling  Mills,  202  Market. 
Pacific  Saw  Co.,  19  Fremont. 
Pacific  Mfg.  Co.,  575  Mission. 
Pelton  Water  Wheel  Co.,  121  Main. 
Rankin,  Brayton  &  Co.,  127  First. 
Tatum  &  Bowen,  34  Fremont. 
Vulcan  Iron  Works,  135  Fremont. 

mflflUpflCTU^El^S  (Various). 

Conklin  &  Co.,  (Gloves)  507  Mis- 
sion. 

H.  M.  Heinman  &  Co.,  (Suspenders) 

35  Sansome. 
Hobbs,  Wall   &  Co.,   (Boxes)  314 

Spear. 

Lievre,  Fricke  &  Co.,  (Macaroni)  707 
Sansome. 

M.  Morgantheau,  (Candles)  108  Bush. 

S.  F.  &  Pac.  Glass  Works,  7th  and 
Townsend. 

Safety  Nitro  Powder  Co.,  430  Cali- 
fornia. 

F.  Smith  Pipe  Co.,  130  Beale. 
W.  C.  Read,  (Brushes)  225  First. 
Tubbs  Cordage  Co.,  611  Front. 
Union  Pressed  Brick  Co.,  807  Mar- 
ket. 

Sperry  &  Co.,  (Flour)  134  California. 
Calustro  Co.,  26  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
Goodyear  Rubber  Co.,  577  Market. 

JVIEHT  RfiD  P^OVISIO^S. 

Armour  Packing  Co.,  213  Clay. 
Miller  &  Lux,  508  California. 

JWUSlCAIi  I^STt^UjWEJSlTS. 

Kohler  &  Chase,  30  O'Farrell. 
M.  Gray,  206  Post. 
Sherman,  Clay,  &  Co.,  Sutter  and 
Kearny. 

OPTICIANS. 

L.  A.  Berteling,  427  Kearny. 

PRINTS,  ETC. 

Whittier,  Fuller  &  Co.,  21  Front. 
Paraffine  Paint  Co.,  116  Battery. 


PflYSICIRJSLS. 

S.  F.  Long,  M.D.,  14  Grant  Ave. 

PPjfiTE^S 
RJit>  lilTflOGPvFLPHE^S. 

Bacon  &  Company,  Clay  and  San- 
some. 

Diers  &  Co.,  536  Clay. 

Francis,  Valentine  &  Co.,  517  Clay. 

Hicks-Judd  Co.,  23  First. 

Palmer  &  Rey,  (supplies  and  type.) 

J.  O.  Jephson,  739  Market. 

Schmidt  Label  Co.,  23  Main. 

The  Leader  Printing  Co.,  530  Com- 
mercial. 

POUliT^Y  DEHLtEP^S. 

C.  L.  Benton,  67  California  Market. 

PflOTOG^RPflE^S. 

O.  Foss,  841  Mission. 

Taber  Photo  Co.,  8  Montgomery. 

F.  P.  Swazey,  26  Montgomery. 

^Eflll  ESTATE. 

Bovee,  Toy  &  Co.,  19  Montgomery. 

E.  C.  Arnold,  528  Montgomery. 
West  Coast  Dev.  Co.,  109  California. 
C.  E.  Main,  640  Market. 

F.  W.  Lake,  809  Market. 

El  Moro  Imp.  Co.,  226  Ellis. 

S.  Mosgrove,  630  Market. 

Roman  &  Stabler,  328  Montgomery. 

^E  S  TAU  P^fUMTS . 

Handy  &  Gray,  (Popular)  37  Geary. 
M.  Johnston,  221  Kearny. 
A.  W.  Dennet,  761  Market. 

STATIOJMEP^Y. 

Blake,  Moffitt  &  Towne,  516  Sacra- 
mento. 

H.  S.  Crocker  &  Co.,  217  Bush. 
Office  Supply  Co.,  232  Montgomery. 
Payot,  TJpham  &  Co.,  216  Pine. 
S.  F.  News  Co.,  210  Post. 
Roll  Paper  Co.,  31  First. 
S.  P.  Taylor  &  Co.,  416  Clay. 
Dutton  &  Partridge,  212  California. 
Cunningham,  Curtis  &  Welch,  San- 
some and  Sac. 
Bonestell  &  Co.,  401  Sansome. 
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SEWIJ4G  mjlCHl^E  GO'S. 

J.  W.  Evans,  Domestic,  29  Post. 
Singer  Co.,  22  Post. 
Wheeler  &  Wilson  Co.,  1368  Mar- 
ket. 

White  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  945  Mar- 
ket. 

shoes. 

O.  Jones  &  Co.,  105  Battery. 

SIGfi  PAI^TE^S. 

C.  Brook  &  Co.,  717  Market. 
Jos.  A.  Johnson,  517  California. 

SAFES. 

Diebold  Safe  &  Lock  Co.,  411  Mar- 
ket. 

Hall  Safe  &  Lock  Co.,  609  Market. 

SEEDSmEfi. 

Trumbull  &  Beebe,  419  Sansome. 

SPECIALITIES. 

Pacific  Pickle  Co.,  323  Front. 
Dyeing,  J.  Spaulding  &  Co.,  353  Te- 
hama. 

Fire  Engines,  W.  Y.  T.  Schenke, 
224  Market. 

Macaroni,  Splivello  &  Co.,  319  Sac- 
ramento. 

Glass,  etc.,  John  Taylor,  63  First. 

Maps,  W.  B.  Walkup,  530  Commer- 
cial. 

Furs,  Liebes  &  Co.,  133  Post. 
Tents,  etc.,  Neville  &  Co.,  33  Clay. 
G.  T.  Caden,  Anglo-Amer.  Gas  Con- 
trol Co.,  819  Market. 
Heald's  Business  College,  24  Post. 

SPICES. 

Leege  &  Mills,  410  Clay. 
W.  H.  Miner,  29  Stevenson. 

TOBACCO  fl^D  CIGMP.S. 

Esberg,  Bachman  &  Co.,  229  Cali- 
fornia. 

Lane  &  Connolly,  204  Market. 


TOYS  flflD  SPQ^TIfiG  GOODS. 

Clabrough,  Golcher  &  Co.,  605  Mar- 
ket. 

Davis  Bros.,  718  Market. 
Stevenson  &  Co.,  539  Market. 
Will  &  Finck,  818  Market. 


TAILiO^S. 
J.  Rouke,  633  Market. 

TYPE  Cli^ITIflG  mACJIINES. 

Caligraph  Office  Supply  Co.,  232 
Montgomery. 

Hammond,  Scott  &  Bannan,  215  San- 
some. 

Smith  Premier,  Lee  Alexander,  218 
Sansome. 

UflOEPvTJlI^EPyS. 

Craig,  Cochran  &  Co.,  6  Mint  Ave. 

LUALiLt  PflPEf?. 

G.  W.  Clark  &  Co.,  653  Market. 

UUOOD  A^D  COH.Lt. 
J.  McDonough,  121  Market. 

WOODED  ttlA^E. 
Armes  &  Dallam,  230  Front. 

RFFILtlflTiriG  COUNTIES. 


Alameda 

Butte, 

Calaveras, 

Colusa, 

Contra  Costa 

El  Dorado, 

Fresno, 

Humboldt, 

Kern. 

Lassen, 

Los  Angeles, 

Marin, 

Mendocino, 


Merced, 
Monterey, 
Napa, 
Placer, 

,  Sacramento, 
San  Joaquin, 
Santa  Clara, 
Santa  Cruz, 
Solano, 
Sonoma, 
Stanislaus, 
Tehama, 
Tulare, 

Yuba. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

California  State  Board  of  Trade. 


San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  Sept.  8th,  1891. 

The  Board  met  at  Horticultural  Hall,  220  Sutter  street. 
Present :  Hon.  Eugene  J.  Gregory,  President ;  E.  W.  Maslin, 
Secretary  ;  and  the  following  members  :  Messrs.  J.  S.  Emery, 
A.  A.  Hibbard,  H.  Raap,  L.  C.  McAfee,  C.  C.  Hutchinson, 
Tyler  Beach,  J.  A.  Morrissey,  J.  W.  Davis,  T.  E.  B.  Rice,  W. 
H.  Mills,  ex-Gov.  Geo.  C.  Perkins,  L.  D.  Harvey,  N.  P.  Chip- 
man,  G.  N.  Piatt,  and  N.  W.  Spaulding. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  the  following  report : 

Cash  Statement  for  August,  1891. 

The  Committee  has  not  had  the  time  to  make  a  full  report 
of  the  disbursements  of  the  Board  in  August.  The  Secretary 
relied  for  report  upon  the  bookkeeper,  who  was  prevented  by 
illness  from  presenting  the  details.  We  can,  however,  report 
that  on  the  last  day  in  August  there  was  in  bank  $2,175.52, 
subject  to  checks,  not  presented,  of  $670,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$1,505.52. 

The  Committee  stated  that  at  the  next  meeting  it  would 
make  a  full  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements. 

Mr.  Hibbard,  the  solicitor,  said  that  he  had  difficulty  in  se- 
curing subscriptions.  The  wholesale  houses  complain  of  lack 
of  business.  The  agents  of  many  Eastern  houses  doing  busi- 
ness here  frankly  refuse  to  contribute,  on  the  ground  that  their 
principals  have  no  interest  in  our  State.  This  ought  to  be 
known  to  the  people  of  California. 

There  are  members  of  large  business  houses  which  I  cannot 
reach,  and  I  feel  that  they  should  be  approached  by  an  author- 
ized committee. 
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Mr.  Hibbard  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Beach,  that  such  com-  j 
mittee  be  appointed.  Carried.  The  President  appointed  j 
Albert  Gallatin,  A.  P.  Hotaling,  and  A.  D.  Cutler. 

The  Secretary  reported  a  bill  of  expenses  of  $609.43,  f°r  j 
"  California  on  Wheels,"  which  appears  to  have  been  audited  | 
in  March  last,  but  not  paid.    The  minutes  show  that  the  pay- 
ment was  to  be  delayed.    On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  di-  j 
rected  to  pay  the  same  by  check. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter,  dated  Aug.  29th,  from  Hon. 
Edwin  Willets,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  as  follows  :  ! 

"Yours  of  the  19th  inst.,  with  reference  to  the  study  by  the  ' 
Irrigation  Office  of  this  Department,  of  the  relation  of  climate  \ 
to  profits  of  agriculture  and  horticulture  by  irrigation,  etc.,  is 
at  hand.  Your  letter  has  been  referred  to  said  office,  and  we  j 
will  give  the  matter  such  consideration  as  our  time  and  our  j 
funds  will  warrant." 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  T.  H.  Goodman,  Passenger  ( 
Agent  S.  P.  Co.,  stating  that  on  October  5th  to  October  24th,  ' 
1891,  at  Boston,  there  would  be  held  a  Food  and  Health  Expo-  j 
sition,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Boston  Retail  Grocers'  Asso-  | 
ciation,  and  suggesting  an  exhibit  of  California  products. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  his  efforts,  at  present,  were  di- 
rected to  obtaining  exhibits  at  the  Board  rooms,  and  the  diffi- 
culty he  had  met  led  him  to  believe  that  the  Board  could  not 
make  a  satisfactory  display  at  Boston.  No  action  was  taken 
upon  the  letter. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Chapin,  the  trav- 
eling representative  of  the  Board,  suggesting  a  plan  for  intro- 
ducing our  dried  fruits  to  the  people  of  the  East  through  the 
medium  of  the  Board.    The  letter  was  placed  on  file. 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  appointed  as  a  com- 
mittee to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  "  Market-Seeking  Fund  " 
Messrs.  L.  C.  McAfee,  A.  T.  Hatch,  N.  P.  Chipman. 

Upon  Mr.  Hatch's  suggestion,  Mr.  Henry  Weinstock,  of 
Sacramento,  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  McAfee  moved  that  the  original  resolution,  passed  Aug- 
ust 11,  "relating  to  foreign  market  for  dried  fruits,"  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  read  "domestic  and  foreign  market."  Discussion 
showed  that  the  Board  favored  first  opening  up  a  foreign  mar- 
ket, and  the  motion  was  not  put  to  vote. 
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Mr.  Chipman  said  that,  as  bearing  on  the  extent  of  a  for- 
eign market,  the  statement  in  the  last  Consular  Reports  was 
interesting. 

There  have  been  imported  in  1889  into  the  United  Kingdom  : 

Raisins,  1 17,330,600  lbs  ;  value,  $7,103,540. 

Nuts,  123,714,000  lbs  ;  value,  $3,423,175. 

Olive  oil,  45,764,000  lbs  ;  value,  $4,087,675. 

Brandy,  2,858,774  gals.;  value,  $6,580,685. 

Wine,  15,900,749  gals.;  value,  $29,527,365. 

Total  import  value,  $50,722,240. 

He  had  selected  these  articles  because  they  were  peculiarly 
California  products.  The  nuts  were  for  oil  and  not  for  foocl. 
The  olive  oil  in  pounds  represents  about  4,000,000  gallons.  The 
brandy  and  wine  import  value  is  such  with  which  we  can  com- 
pete. 

Value  of  raisins  per  lb.,  6  5-100  cents  ;  brandy,  $2.30  per  gal.; 
wine,  $1.80.  In  the  same  year,  573,516  bushels  of  oranges  and 
lemons  were  imported  into  the  Kingdom,  of  the  value  of 
$4,553,380;  per  bushel,  $7.94.  The  consumption  of  raisins  in 
Great  Britain  exceeds  that  of  the  United  States,  being  3  8-IO 
lbs.  per  capita. 

Mr.  Hibbard  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  large  quantity  of  California 
products  that  must  in  the  near  future  find  a  market  in  Europe 
and  other  foreign  countries,  or  glut  the  local  market,  it  should 
be  the  policy  of  California  as  a  State,  and  of  its  citizens,  to 
work  for  the  early  completion  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  ;  and 
the  California  State  Board  of  Trade  ask  the  representatives  of 
this  State  in  Congress  to  use  their  earnest  endeavors  to  have 
the  general  government  (under  proper  restrictions)  aid  in 
every  way  possible  the  completion  of  said  canal. 

Mr.  Mills  opened  the  discussion.* 

Mr.  Hatch  said  there  was  an  impression  that  the  railroad 
companies  were  opposed  to  the  construction  of  the  canal.  1  [e 
did  not  think  they  were,  as  the  construction  of  I  he  canal  would, 
as  had  been  shown,  be  beneficial  to  the  railroad  companies. 

Mr.  Hutchison  thought  that  the  canal  would  reduce  the  cost 
of  raw  materials,  and  induce  manufactures  on  the  coast.  The 
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cheap  fare,  by  water,  would  encourage  immigration.  Even 
Lassen  and  Modoc  counties,  which  contain  some  of  the  richest 
land  in  the  State,  open  yet  for  settlement,  would  be  benefited 
by  the  canal. 

Mr.  McAfee  asked  Mr.  Mills  if  he  would  write  out  his  re- 
marks for  publication.  He  knew  that  those  closely  connected 
with  the  canal  fear  the  opposition  of  the  railroad  companies. 
Mr.  Mills's  remarks  would  have  weight,  coming  as  they  do 
from  an  officer  of  the  S.  P.  Company. 

Mr.  Mills  said  it  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  submit  his 
remarks  in  writing. 

Mr.  Hutchison  moved  that  Mr.  Mills  be  requested  to  give  to 
the  Board  for  publication  his  speech  on  the  canal,  and  that  it 
be  published  in  the  "Proceedings  of  the  Board."  Mr.  Hatch 
seconded  the  motion,  which  was  passed  by  unanimous  vote. 

[The  speech  will  be  found  at  the  latter  end  of  the  pamphlet. 
— Secretary.] 

Mr.  Mills  moved  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  "Industrial  Resourc- 
es of  California  "  be  requested  to  investigate  and  report  what, 
in  their  judgment,  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  growth  of 
California,  and  what  would  best  promote  its  growth. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  and  passed. 

Mr.  Davis  asked  who  were  the  delegates  to  the  Immigration 
Convention.  Mr.  Hutchison  replied  that  the  President  had 
appointed  at  a  former  meeting  Messrs.  L.  C.  McAfee,  C.  C. 
Hutchison,  J.  S.  Emery,  Tyler  Beach,  and  E.  W.  Maslin. 

Mr.  Maslin  stated,  as  a  question  of  privilege,  that  in  an  in- 
terview between  Mr.  Arthur  R.  Briggs  and  a  newspaper  re- 
porter, it  was  stated  that  the  State  Board  of  Trade  was  opposed 
to  the  success  of  the  Immigration  Convention.  Mr.  Maslin 
declared,  what  all  present  knew,  that  this  was  untrue.  The 
committee  has  done  all  in  its  power  to  further  the  success  of 
the  convention. 

The  best  answer  to  the  charge  is  the  fact  that,  at  the  time 
first  set  for  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  only  fourteen  coun- 
ties had  reported  delegates,  and  every  one  of  the  counties 
were  members  of  the  Board,  and  the  delegates  friends  of  the 
Board. 
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Mr.  Morrissey,  General  Chipman,  Mr.  Hatch  and  Mr.  Mills 
each  expressed  himself  strongly  in  favor  of  any  scheme  or 
plan  which  looked  to  the  benefit  of  California.  If  the  Conven- 
tion could  work  in  a  field  wider  than  that  occupied  by  the 
Board,  it  would  secure  the  assistance  of  the  Board. 

This  being  the  day  set  for  the  discussion  of  the  "  over-pro- 
duction of  raisins,"  the  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Geo. 
West,  reiterating  his  views  expressed  in  his  report  to  the  Vit- 
icultural  Commission.    The  letter  was  placed  on  file. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  to  October  13th,  at  1  p.  m. 

E.  W.  Maslin,  Secretary. 


Notes. — Since  the  last  meeting,  many  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  exhibition,  notably  from  Tehama,  Colusa,  Tulare 
and  Placer  Counties.  A  marvellously  fine  collection  of  dried 
fruits  has  been  contributed  by  W.  W.  Fish,  twelve  miles  north 
of  Redding,  which  is  especially  worthy  of  examination,  com- 
ing as  the  fruit  does  from  so  northern  a  county  as  Shasta. 

A  list  of  the  contributors  and  kind  of  fruit  contributed  will 
be  found  in  next  issue. — E.  W.  M. 
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The  Board,  having  under  consideration  a  resolution  of  A.  A. 
Hibbard,  of  Chico,  declaring  the  Board  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
early  construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  and  asking  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  State  of  California  in  Congress  to  favor 
government  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal,  Mr.  Mills 
said  : 

Mr,  President,  I  am  unwilling  that  the  discussion  of  this 
question  shall  go  by  default.  The  silence  in  which  this  reso- 
lution has  been  received  indicates  a  unanimous  opinion  in  its 
favor.  That  silence  may  express  simply  an  assent  to  a  result, 
the  accomplishment  of  which  is  in  the  remote  future.  Declara- 
tions of  opinion,  in  the  form  of  resolutions,  have  less  value  in 
hastening  the  accomplishment  of  the  result  than  the  argument 
they  elicit.  The  canal  will  come  into  existence  by  public  de- 
mand, and  public  demand  will  be  intensified  and  strengthened 
by  convincing  the  judgments  of  men  that  the  canal  will  confer 
signal  benefits  upon  the  commerce  of  the  world. 

The  particular  question  with  which  we  have  to  deal  is, 
"  What  would  be  the  effect  of  water  communication  between 
ocean  and  ocean  through  theisthmus,  upon  the  industrial,  com- 
mercial and  financial  condition  of  California  ?"  Now,  I  have  en- 
tertained well  considered  and  we'll  defined  views  on  this  question 
for  more  than  fifteen  years.  I  am  most  earnestly  in  favor  of 
the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  through  the  Isthmus,  chiefly  be- 
cause of  the  great  benefit  I  believe  it  will  confer  upon  the  devel- 
opment of  our  own  State.  If  I  were  asked  the  question  today, 
What  is  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  California  ?  I 
would  answer,  Isolation  and  remoteness.  Moreover,  if  I  were 
asked  the  question,  What  will  most  promote  the  growth  and 
development  of  this  State  ?  I  would  answer,  (i  Greater  intima- 
cy of  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world."  Distance 
and  cost  are  interconvertible.  If  it  costs  no  more  to  send 
the  products  of  this  State  to  the  Missouri  River  than  to  New 
York,  the  distances  between  California  and  the  Missouri  Riv- 
er and  New  York  are  equalized,  because  distance  and  cost  are 
completely  interconvertible.  If  it  costs  as  much  to  send 
freight  from  San  Francisco  to  Yreka  and  San  Diego  as  it  docs 
to  New  York,  then,  in  a  commercial  sense,  the  distance  to  all 
these  places  is  equal.  I  have  said  it  repeatedly,  and  repeat  it 
again,  because  it  is  a  great  central  truth  :  economic  communi- 
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cation  is  the  equivalent  of  physical  contact.    In  the  transpor- 
tation of  persons,  time  is  of  the  first  importance  ;  distance  is  ! 
eliminated  by  speed  ;  but  in  marketing  the  products  of  the 
country,  the  cost  of  transportation  is  the  first  consideration,  i 
and  cheapness  is  the  interchangeable  term  for  nearness. 

The  industrial  resources  of  California  are  impaled  upon  the 
longest  lines  of  rail  by  land  and  the  longest  lines  by  sea,  trav- 
ersed for  commercial  purposes,  on  the  geography  of  the 
globe.  The  bare  statement  of  this  fact  signifies  the  greatest 
possible  disadvantage  of  location.  All  we  import  stands 
charged  with  the  largest  freight  bills,  and  all  we  export  must  : 
submit  to  the  heaviest  discount,  when  we  attempt  to  place 
them  in  their  final  markets. 

The  transportation  interests  of  California  are  in  advance  of 
all  other  development.  We  have  a  better  system  of  rail  trans- 
portation across  the  continent,  and  within  the  borders  of  our 
State,  than  is  vouchsafed  to  populations  many  times  stronger 
than  our  own.  If  our  commercial  and  industrial  development 
in  other  regards  corresponded  to  the  development  of  our  trans- 
portation interests,  our  State  would  be  greatly  in  advance  of 
its  present  position  in  population,  in  wealth,  and  in  all  other  ( 
elements  of  greatness.  But  as  long  as  the  commerce  engen- 
dered by  our  products  enters  and  departs  by  Atlantic  sea- 
ports, just  so  long  our  position  will  be  the  equivalent  of  being 
at  the  center  of  a  continent  twice  the  width  of  our  own.  The 
distance  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  seaboard  is  three 
thousand  miles.  If  our  commerce  must  come  to  us  by  Atlan- 
tic seaports  and  be  carried  across  the  continent,  our  geographi- 
cal position  is  analogous  to  that  of  a  people  at  the  center  of  a 
continent  six  thousand  miles  wide.  The  geographical  advan 
tage  of  being  on  the  shore  of  a  great  ocean  can  be  realized  to  | 
us  only  by  developing  the  commercial  value  of  that  ocean, 
and  this  can  be  done  only  by  making  it  an  economic  means  of 
communication  between  us  and  the  countries  with  which  we 
sustain  real  and  active  commercial  relations.  San  Francisco 
and  other  Pacific  seaports,  adhering  to  old  traditions,  live  in 
the  hope  and  even  the  expectation  that  their  position  upon  the 
seaboard  will  confer  upon  them  the  commercial  advantages 
which  have  in  all  time  inured  to  ports  at  which  a  great  com- 
merce enters  and  departs.  They  live  upon  the  belief  that  their 
supremacy  as  points  of  distribution  is  to  be  maintained  solely 
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because  they  are  situated  upon  the  ocean.  They  appear  to  be 
oblivious  of  the  fact  that  the  forces  operating  in  their  case  re- 
late to  a  commerce  which  is  once  carried  through  a  territory 
to  which  they  must  distribute.  It  is  obvious  that  we  cannot 
carry  a  commerce  entirely  through  a  territory  to  its  very  fur- 
thermost verge  and  distribute  back  economically  to  the  terri- 
tory through  which  it  has  once  been  carried.  Railway  trans- 
portation has  its  limits  of  possibility,  and  they  are  more  nar- 
row than  steam  transportation  by  ocean.  Make  steam  trans- 
portation possible  as  a  factor  in  the  commerce  generated  by 
the  products  of  California,  and  you  have  produced  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  commercial  forces  which  influence  our  pro- 
gress. It  is  no  impeachment  of  railroad  management  to  say 
that  the  cheap  products  which  constitute  from  eighty  to  nine- 
ty per  cent  of  the  natural  resources  of  any  country  cannot  be 
carried  three  thousand  miles  by  rail  ;  and  California  needs  a 
means  of  transportation  equal  to  the  task  of  carrying  the 
cheapest  product  to  the  most  distant  market.  The  ocean  will 
do  this  as  no  other  instrumentality  can,  and  if  we  build  the 
canal,  we  eliminate  seven  thousand  miles, — a  distance  equal  to 
the  width  of  the  broadest  ocean. 

I  say,  then,  that  what  California  most  needs  today  is  a  cheap 
outlet  for  its  raw  and  cheap  materials,  and  the  cheapest  possi- 
ble inlet  for  the  articles  into  which  we  desire  to  convert  our 
labor.  There  is  a  vast  realm  of  material  resources  in  the  State 
of  California,  which  cannot  bear  transportation  by  either  sea 
or  land  under  existing  conditions.  Their  value  evaporates  in 
transportation.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  transportation  in- 
strumentalities. It  is  referable  to  inherent  conditions.  The 
value  of  many  things  in  the  markets  to  which  they  are  carried 
is  not  equal  to  the  actual  cost  of  carriage  over  long  lines.  The 
railways  connecting  the  little  group  of  population  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  with  the  vast  body  of  population  on  the  Atlantic  Coast 
pass  through  countries  so  sterile  that  the  fixed  cost  of  main- 
taining railways  through  them  is  not  paid  by  the  traffic  orig- 
inating in  these  countries.  The  Central  Pacific  Railroad,  be- 
tween Ogden  and  Reno,  has  not  enough  traffic  originating 
along  its  lines  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  station  agents.  The 
commerce  carried  over  these  lines  must  necessarily  have 
charged  to  it,  therefore,  the  fixed  charges  standing  against 
these  long  lines  of  communication.    A  railroad  passing  over  a 
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thousand  miles  of  sterile  country  finds  a  condition  analogous 
to  that  of  a  bridge  a  thousand  miles  in  length,  whereon  no 
freight  or  passage  originates,  or  to  which  no  traffic  is  con- 
signed.   The  commerce  carried  between  the  termini  of  such 

road  must  bear  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  bridge. 

It  has  been  said  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  cheapness  of 
railroad  transportation.  But  this  is  financially  and  mechan- 
ically untrue.  Railroad  transportation  is  controlled  by  finan- 
cial and  mechanical  factors  which  are  inexorable.  There  is  an 
actual  cost  of  movement  which  is  increased  by  distance,  be- 
cause mechanical  power  is  consumed  in  proportion  to  the 
distance  traveled,  and  mechanical  power  costs  money.  Cer- 
tain grades  of  ores,  and  certain  grades  of  minerals  useful 
to  mankind,  or  certain  grades  of  lumber,  or  certain  wares,  can- 
not be  transported  two  or  three  thousand  miles  to  market. 
The  value  of  these  in  the  destined  market  forbids  their  trans- 
portation. Their  value  is  even  less  than  the  actual  cost  of 
such  transportation,  and  under  such  conditions,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  they  cannot  be  moved.  The  forests  of  Cal- 
ifornia contain  lumber  to  the  value  of  the  national  debt,  if 
there  existed  a  demand  for  that  lumber  within  economic  reach 
of  our  present  means  of  transportation.  The  mines  of  Cal- 
ifornia are  depositories  of  vast  wealth,  if  the  means  of  com- 
munication corresponding  in  cheapness  with  the  low  grade  of 
the  ores  found  in  these  mines  were  at  hand. 

It  is  in  the  realm  of  common  things  that  the  great  employ- 
ments of  men  are  found.  Manufacturers  of  iron  employ  a 
thousand  times  as  many  skilled  artisans  as  are  employed  in  the 
manufactures  of  gold ;  and  no  better  illustration  of  the  real 
situation  can  be  found  than  in  the  fact  that  while  our  territory 
lying  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  distinctively  the  richest 
metalliferous  country  in  the  world,  we  have  never  been  able  to 
transport  anything  in  considerable  value  except  silver  and 
gold.  The  standards  by  which  the  value  of  timber  land  is 
determined  will  completely  disclose  the  thought  I  am  endeav- 
oring to  impress  upon  this  board.  Timber  land  may  lie  in 
such  relation  to  the  means  of  carrying  out  its  product  that  all 
the  first  class  sugar  pine  may  be  moved  ;  then  the  second  and 
third  grades  may  be  transported ;  next,  the  first,  second,  and 
third  class  of  yellow  pine  ;  then  the  cheaper  timber, — fir,  spruce, 
and  cedar  ;  then  firewood ;  then  in  addition,  all  the  fagots 
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may  be  gathered  up  and  converted  into  charcoal ;  and  then  the 
land  lies  clear.  As  factors  in  the  value  of  that  land  you  will 
have  the  value  of  the  cleared  land,  the  charcoal  produced,  the 
firewood  yielded,  the  low  grades  of  merchantable  lumber,  and 
the  higher  grades  of  merchantable  lumber.  With  the  increase 
of  the  difficulties  of  transportation,  the  lowest  must  be  dropped ; 
the  next  lowest,  with  increased  difficulties,  and  so  on  ;  until  at 
last  only  the  most  costly  can  be  removed,  thus  leaving  out  of  the 
question  of  realizable  value,  all  below  the  first  grade.  Lifting 
this  from  its  specific  to  its  general  plane,  and  you  have  condi- 
tions governing  the  industrial  development  of  our  State,  and 
which  confine  the  industries  to  the  production  only  of  the 
most  profitable  articles.  Thus,  as  I  have  already  said,  in  our 
metalliferous  country  the  gold  and  silver  alone  will  bear  trans- 
portation. We  are  asking  for  a  greater  density  of  population. 
The  population  of  every  country  must  necessarily  stand  in 
a  fixed  ratio  to  the  profitable  employments  that  country  can 
afford. 

Here  is  a  bank  of  clay,  out  of  which  the  finest  pottery  may 
be  made.  The  clay  itself  will  not  bear  transportation.  It  has, 
therefore,  no  value.  The  instant  it  will  bear  transportation, 
it  possesses  value,  and  to  the  extent  of  that  value,  it  adds  to 
the  wealth  of  that  country  ;  and  the  wealth  of.  any  country  is 
the  measure  of  its  capacity  for  the  support  of  human  life. 
Here  is  a  mine  located  in  such  a  manner  with  reference  to 
transportation  that  its  ores  cannot  be  moved.  The  ore,  there- 
fore, is  valueless.  The  instant  economic  instrumentalities  are 
established  for  the  removal  of  that  ore,  that  mine  becomes  a 
source  of  industrial  activity,  because  when  anything  possesses 
value  it  invites  industrial  activity  in  the  development  of  that 
value.  Our  forests  afford  material  for  manufactures.  Cheapen 
the  means  of  communication  between  these  forests  and  the 
markets  where  their  product  is  demanded,  and  the  forests  be- 
come the  source  at  once  of  great  industrial  activity.  This  is 
true  of  the  mines,  the  fields  and  the  orchards.  So  long  as  it 
is  only  the  highest  class  of  articles  that  can  move,  so  long  the 
industrial  activities  are  circumscribed  to  the  product  ion  of  the 
highest  and  smallest  class,  and  as  has  already  been  asserted, 
these  involve  the  employment  of  the  smallest  number  of  la- 
borers, is  in  the  realm  of  common  things,  on  the  broader 
basis  of  human  demand,  that  the  greatest  number  of  persons 
find  employment. 
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The  question  we  are  discussing,  then,  is  one  of  cheapening 
communication.  A  canal  through  the  Isthmus^will  shorten 
the  distance  between  our  State  and  the  commercial  centers  of 
the  world  by  seven  thousand  miles.  It  will  establish  a  new 
basis  of  freight  rates,  to  which  all  the  overland  carriage  must 
conform.  It  would  be  useless  to  discuss  in  this  presence  the 
value  of  commercial  communication.  The  interchange  of  com-  I 
modities  between  communities  and  States  and  countries  has 
a  value  which  is  accepted  by  all  men,  justified  by  all  experi- 
ence, vindicated  by  all  history.  When  the  statesmen  of  the 
earliest  period  of  this  nation's  history  sought  to  extend  the 
domain  of  the  United  States  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  that  policy 
was  pursued  upon  the  theory  that  the  western  shore  of  the 
national  domain  would  confront  the  great  Asiatic  populations, 
and  that  the  Pacific  seaports  would  become  the  busy  marts  of 
a  great  commerce  with  those  nations.  You  are  familiar  with 
the  history  of  the  failure  of  that  theory.  We  have  refused 
commercial  relations  with  the  people  of  the  Orient.  Dissimi- 
larity of  want,  growing  out  of  antagonisms  of  civilized  life, 
has  made  commercial  relations  with  the  Oriental  nations  a  | 
failure.  The  commercial  greatness  of  this  country  is  still  de-  j 
pendent  upon  communication  and  inter-change  with  European 
countries.  Hence  the  Atlantic  seaports  alone  enjoy  the  posi- 
tion of  being  the  gateways  of  this  great  commerce.  Our  chief 
metropolitan  city  is  therefore  a  back  door,  not  a  front  door,  to 
this  commerce;  and  all  along  the  line  of  communication  be- 
tween our  State  and  Atlantic  ports,  trade  and  commerce  face 
to  the  East  and  turn  their  back  upon  us.  Construct  a  canal 
through  the  Isthmus,  and  you  have  made  possible  the  carriage 
of  our  commerce  on  the  ocean  by  steam.  When  steam  com- 
munication between  the  ports  of  Europe  and  the  ports  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  becomes  possible,  the  commerce  generated  by 
the  products  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  territorial  area  of  the 
United  States  will  enter  and  depart  by  Pacific  ports. 

I  have  been  told  by  a  member  of  this  Board  that  when  the 
canal  was  completed,  the  line  of  rapid  transit  around  the  world 
would  not  be  through  our  chief  metropolis,  but  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus.  Well,  what  of  that  ?  The  line  of  rapid  communica- 
tion through  our  city  would  not  populate  a  block.  The  fact 
that  we  are  now  on  the  line  of  rapid  transit  around  the  world 
has  no  bearing  on  our  commercial  development.    It  does  not 
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touch  the  question  of  such  development  anywhere.  It  is 
merely  a  fact  appealing  to  sentiment  or  boyish  gratification, 
that  Oriental  travelers  must  pass  by  us.  The  fact  that  they 
do  pass  does  not  give  an  outlet  for  the  cheaper  commodities, 
whose  value  is  consumed  in  their  transportation, —  does  not 
add  to  the  employments  of  our  people.  It  does  not  confer  up- 
on articles  now  worthless  that  high  value  which  labor  and  skill 
would  impart,  if  their  movement  was  possible.  I  have  been 
told  by  the  same  highly  respected  authority,  that  we  would 
lose  the  trade  of  the  west  coast  of  South  America  We  have 
not  enough  of  that  trade  today  to  populate  a  first  class  board- 
ing house.  Our  population  will  depend  upon  our  employments, 
and  our  employments  will  depend  upon  our  economic  commu- 
nication with  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  is  the  merest  folly 
to  lock  up  the  vast  resources  of  a  phenomenally  rich  country, 
for  the  sake  of  the  sentimental  consideration  of  remaining  on 
the  line  of  rapid  transit.  But  if  certain  classes  of  commerce 
will  pass  directly  by  us,  from  Asiatic  ports  to  European  ports, 
through  the  Isthmus,  will  not  the  same  law  apply  to  the  City 
of  New  York  and  to  other  Atlantic  seaports  ?  One  thing  we 
may  anticipate  with  all  the  confidence  of  complete  knowledge 
—  a  canal  through  the  Isthmus  will  forever  forbid  the  entry  at 
Atlantic  ports  of  the  commerce  generated  by  the  products  of 
our  own  country,  and  this  is  all  the  commerce  we  have  that  is 
or  will  be  worth  anything  to  us.  The  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties produced  here  for  commodities  produced  in  the  countries 
with  which  we  trade  is  a  commerce  which  will  enter  and  de- 
part by  our  own  ports,  instead  of  entering  by  Atlantic  ports. 
Our  ports  would  become  front  doors  to  a  commerce  of  a  terri- 
tory extending  more  than  a  thousand  miles  into  the  interior. 
Railroad  communicaticn  from  the  Pacific  ports  to  the  interior 
of  the  continent  would  be  as  cheap  as  from  the  Atlantic  ports 
toward  that  interior. 

The  canal  will  shorten  the  distance  between  us  and  the 
people  with  whom  we  sustain  real  commercial  relations  by 
more  than  the  width  of  a  great  ocean.  We  are  therefore  elim- 
inating the  equivalent  of  a  very  broad  ocean  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  canal,  and,  in  its  economic  terms,  we  are  placing  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  the  United  States  face  to  face  with  Europe, 

I  am  not  unconscious  of  the  thought  in  your  minds,  as  1 
present  these  considerations  for  your  acceptance.    The  ques 
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tion  naturally  arises,  What  will  the  great  transcontinental  rail- 
roads think  of  this  proposition  ?  Now,  as  to  that,  I  shall  not 
inquire  whether  I  am  in  full  accord  with  their  views  on  this 
subject.  I  hold,  and  shall  continue  to  hold,  until  I  hear  better 
reasons  for  contrary  opinions  than  have  yet  been  advanced, 
that  it  is  of  first  consequence  to  these  railroads  that  the  com- 
merce of  a  territory  extending  over  one  million  square  miles 
shall  enter  and  depart  by  Pacific  ports.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  volume  of  tonnage  now  carried  by  rail  would  continue 
to  choose  that  route.  The  construction  of  the  canal  and  the 
new  industrial  and  commercial  conditions  created  by  it  would 
create  its  own  tonnage.  It  would  bring  into  existence  a  traffic 
which  does  not  now  exist  at  all,  and  in  addition  to  creating  the 
tonnage  it  would  carry,  would  also  develop  vastly  augmented 
volumes  of  high  class  tonnage  to  be  carried  by  rail.  The  overland 
tonnage  is  now  confined  to  classes  of  articles  which  can  bear 
transportation  over  long  lines.  But  their  greatest  profit  is  de- 
rived from  the  high  class  articles  over  short  lines.  A  canal 
through  the  Isthmus  will  turn  the  face  of  all  the  commerce  gen- 
erated by  the  products  of  the  territory  lying  west  of  the  108th 
meridian  toward  the  Pacific  Coast.  West  of  that  meridian  there 
are  one  million  square  miles  of  territory,  capable  in  the  future 
of  sustaining  a  vast  population.  But  the  chief  consideration 
suggestive  of  profit  to  the  railway  systems  connecting  our 
State  with  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  is  the  fact  that  high  class 
freight  is  generated  by  the  low  class  products  exported.  Let 
us  illustrate  with  the  upper  Sacramento  valley.  If  there  was 
no  instrumentality  of  transportation  which  would  move  the 
wheat,  the  hay,  the  fruit,  and  the  wine  in  the  Sacramento  val- 
ley, there  would  be  no  drygoods,  clothing,  or  other  high  class 
freight  to  be  carried  into  that  valley.  Thus  an  economic  means 
of  transportation  which  will  confer  value  upon  the  raw  materi- 
als of  California,  will  confer  at  once  upon  her  a  population 
proportioned  to  that  value  ;  and  this  population  will  generate 
at  once  an  increased  demand  for  the  articles  which  bear  trans- 
portation, and  yield  a  large  return  to  the  revenues  of  the 
transportation  companies,  at  the  same  time  leaving  large  profit 
to  the  consumers.  From  eighty  to  eighty-five  percent  of  the 
revenues  now  earned  by  the  railroads  is  derived  from  local 
freights  and  fares.  Double  the  populatiou  of  California  today, 
and  you  double  this  percentage.    The  value  of  railroad  prop- 
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erty  bears  a  due  proportion  to  the  density  of  population,  while 
the  increased  volume  of  traffic  forever  cheapens  the  rate  at 
which  that  volume  can  be  carried. 

A  greater  population  for  California  is  the  solution  of  many 
problems.  Increase  of  population  begins  with  the  increase  of 
the  opportunities  for  the  support  of  life.  Occupations  are  the 
first  necessity  of  population.  Where  profitable  occupations 
may  be  found,  population  will  come  of  its  own  accord.  In- 
crease the  opportunities  for  profitable  occupation  in  Califor- 
nia, and  you  increase  the  population  by  the  force  of  inevitable 
and  irresistible  law.  How  may  population  be  increased  ?  By 
a  cheap  and  economic  outlet,  which  will  confer  value  upon  the 
great  natural  resources  of  the  country. 

Low  passenger  rates  will  effect  nothing.  It  is  occupation 
that  attracts  population.  The  passenger  rate  to  Europe  is 
low,  but  our  people  do  not  go  there  for  that  cause.  Whenever 
prosperity  invites,  people  go.  The  world  is  in  search  of  places 
where  value  may  be  created  by  industry.  To  realize  that 
value  is  the  natural  invitation  of  industry.  To  perform  that 
industry  is  the  natural  attraction  of  population.  I  entertain 
no  apprehension  of  any  injury  to  any  transportation  instru- 
mentality, by  increasing  the  wealth-producing  capacity  of  this 
State.  It  is  in  that  direction  that  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
railways  lies,  and  not  in  the  direction  of  the  diminishing 
wealth-creating  power  of  the  commonwealth. 

But  beyond  all  anticipated  consequences,  above  all  special 
and  particular  considerations  for  existing  conditions,  stands 
the  great  and  unanswerable  argument,  that  whatever  is  best 
for  mankind  as  a  whole  is  best  for  every  community,  and  for 
every  individual  member.  The  tendency  to  bring  all  coun- 
tries into  closer  relation,  so  strongly  manifested  in  modern 
methods,  is  irresistible.  It  will  accept  the  aid  of  man,  but  ap- 
parently it  will  triumph  without  it.  If  our  State  stood  in  the 
middle  of  our  civilization  today,  instead  of  at  its  remotest 
verge,  its  mines,  its  forests,  its  fields  and  its  orchards  would 
be  occupied  with  teeming  populations.  The  broad  limits  of 
its  climatic  possibilities,  with  their  attendant  economies  ol 
production,  would  assert  themselves  in  conferring  upon  it 
those  natural  advantages  now  denied  to  it  by  the  isolation  and 
remoteness  of  its  situation. 

The  progress  in  the  direction  of  economic  means  of  com 
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munication  has  brought  the  whole  world  into  very  close  rela- 
tion. Out  of  this  grows  a  competitive  condition  between  all 
its  parts.  All  the  industries  which  engage  the  attention  of 
men  are  conducted  under  this  law  of  competition.  All  produc- 
tion in  all  parts  of  the  world  sustains  a  competitive  relation  in 
the  world's  markets.  It  follows  that  whatever  confers  econ- 
omy of  production  on  the  industries  pursued  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  gives  to  the  industries  pursued  there  a  great  advan- 
tage. Cities  are  not  the  result  of  accident.  They  exist  by 
virtue  of  commercial  law.  They  are  located  at  the  focal  cen- 
ters of  converging  and  diverging  lines  of  commercial  commun- 
ication, and  their  magnitude  is  dependent  entirely  upon  the 
volume  of  commerce  generated  by  the  products  of  the  region 
of  which  they  are  the  focal  centers.  When  we  say  that  cer- 
tain territory  is  naturally  tributary  to  a  given  city,  we  mean 
that  that  city  is  the  most  economic  commercial  base  for  the 
exchange  of  the  products  of  the  territory  under  consideration. 
Cities,  then,  are  the  result  of  financial,  industrial  and  commer- 
cial conditions.  Everybody  is  fond  of  saying  that  the  people 
of  particular  cities  are  very  enterprising,  and  point  to  the 
growth  of  the  city  in  evidence  of  that  spirit  of  enterprise. 
There  is  but  little  difference  between  the  enterprising  spirit 
of  the  different  cities  of  our  continent,  and  intelligent  percep- 
tion of  the  forces  influencing  the  growth  of  a  city  will  readily 
disclose  the  fact  that  growth  could  not  well  be  prevented. 

Take  Chicago  as  an  illustration.  That  city  is  about  the 
center,  east  and  west,  of  the  populous  portion  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  the  equivalent  of  ocean  communication  at  a 
point  about  half  way  between  the  Atlantic  seaports  and  the 
extreme  western  margin  of  greatest  density  of  our  population. 
The  commercial  lines  of  this  continent  lie  east  and  west. 
Therefore  the  country  lying  west  of  Chicago  looks  eastward 
for  an  outlet  for  its  products,  and  for  a  market  in  which  to  buy 
and  sell,  and  it  finds  at  Chicago  the  full  equivalent  of  seaboard 
communication  a  thousand  miles  west  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
Chicago  is  what  it  is  today  because  of  this  factor  in  its  com- 
mercial relation  ;  and  if  you  want  to  realize  the  importance  of 
this  factor,  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  imagine  that  it  should  sud- 
denly cease  to  exist.  Take  this  into  consideration  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  see  what  would  necessarily  follow.  If  the  lakes,  the 
Welland  canal,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  should  suddenly  become 
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unnavigable,  the  boasted  enterprise  of  Chicago  would  avail 
nothing  to  prevent  the  dispersal  of  the  great  population  which 
has  concentered  there.  A  vast  volume  of  commerce  is  trans- 
acted at  Chicago,  and  a  correspondingly  vast  population  is  the 
result ;  bat  the  existence  of  a  commerce  at  that  particular 
point  is  due  to  the  one  single  factor  of  enjoying  ocean  naviga- 
tion at  the  very  heart  of  the  population  of  the  United  States. 
This  carried  in  its  train  attendant  consequences  influencing 
industrial  and  commercial  conditions.  Take  away  this  one 
factor,  as  already  suggested,  and  Chicago  would  cease  to  exist. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  population  inhabiting  the  west 
era  countries  would  find  themselves  without  employment, 
because  if  the  lines  over  which  the  products  of  the  countries 
lying  west,  south,  and  southwest  of  Chicago  were  extended  to 
New  York,  margins  would  be  so  reduced  that  many  industries 
barely  above  the  line  of  submergence  would  go  below  that 
line,  and  be  eliminated  altogether.  In  all  this  we  have  another 
illustration  of  the  interconvertibility  of  cost  and  distance. 
Chicago,  as  the  geographical  center  of  the  country,  at  its  com- 
mercial center,  in  the  very  heart  of  its  population,  has  a  con- 
dition which  confers  upon  it  the  equivalent  advantage  of  being 
an  Atlantic  seapcrt.  Commercially  speaking,  and  when  the 
cost  of  communication  is  considered,  Chicago  bears  the  same 
relation  to  the  rest  of  the  world  enjoyed  by  the  cities  of  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  When  our  com- 
merce can  be  carried  by^steam  on  the  ocean,  an  entirely  new 
condition  will  arise, —  one  vastly  more  favorable  to  industrial 
and  commercial  development  than  we  have  ever  before  known. 
A  great  commerce  will  focalize  at  our  seaports,  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean  will  cease  to  be  a  mere  geographical  designation,  and 
become,  as  it  should,  a  vast  commercial  factor. 

No  man  can  now  foretell  the  consequences  to  ensue  from 
the  radical  changes  a  new  relation  upon  the  commercial  map 
of  the  world  would  confer  upon  us.  Today,  our  cheapest  com- 
munication is  by  the  Horn.  This  involves  a  long  time  in  the 
passage  of  both  our  export  and  import  commerce.  Growing 
out  of  this,  our  merchandising  requires  the  employment  of 
large  capital  ;  and  the  larger  the  capital  required  For  the  suc- 
cessful conduct  of  a  merchandising  business,  necessarily  cir- 
cumscribes and  limits  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  it. 
Take  some  of  the  leading  merchandising  lines  on  this  coast, 
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and  see  how  few  merchants  enjoy  their  profits.  In  hardware, 
how  many  wholesale  merchants  have  we  doing  business  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  ?  There  are  not  to  exceed  three  great  houses.  If 
one-half  of  the  capital  now  necessary  to  the  successful  conduct 
of  business  in  this  line  were  required,  there  would  be  ten 
times  as  many  ;  if  but  one-fourth,  perhaps  a  hundred  times  as 
many.  In  the  lines  of  dry  goods,  paints  and  oils,  and,  in  fact, 
all  other  lines,  greater  intimacy  of  communication  would  per- 
mit men  with  small  capital  to  engage  in  these  lines  of  mer- 
chandising in  a  wholesale  way,  and  the  annual  profit  derived 
from  these  lines  would  be  distributed  to  a  far  greater  number. 
This  monopolized  condition  of  trade  denies  to  this  State  the 
commercial  population  which  the  volume  of  commerce  trans- 
acted here  under  norrnal  conditions  would  confer."  The  con- 
struction of  a  water-way,  which  will  permit  our  export  and 
import  commerce  being  carried  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean, 
will  revolutionize  the  conditions  which  have  forced  leading 
lines  of  merchandising  into  a  monopolized  relation.  It  will 
make  competition  possible,  —  multiply  the  number  of  men  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  vastly  reduce  the  cost  of 
supplies  to  our  people.  It  will,  in  short,  give  us  the  normal 
relations,  producing  population  proportioned  to  the  volume  of 
business  now  so  grossly  disproportionate.  And  in  view  of  all 
these  considerations,  the  question  of  a  line  of  rapid  transit 
and  the  commerce  of  inconsiderable  peoples  sinks  into  insig- 
nificance. 

If  time  were  afforded,  and  the  perview  of  this  discussion 
permitted,  I  would  be  pleased  to  present  views  I  have  long 
entertained  upon  the  introactive  value  existing  between  a 
great  commercial  city  and  its  supporting  territory.  Cities  are 
the  reservoirs  of  capital,  and  in  them  the  surplus  wealth  of 
great  communities  is  accumulated.  The  capital  thus  engen- 
dered by  the  wealth  producing  forces  of  a  region,  being  at  the 
center  of  that  region,  is  in  natural  sympathy  with  its  indus- 
trial development;  it  is  in  touch,  as  it  were,  with  the  business 
activities  and  the  progressive  enterprise  of  the  region  which 
it  serves  as  an  emporium.  The  Pacific  Coast  needs  a  great 
home  metropolis,  and  our  industrial  progress  will  necessarily 
be  retarded,  if  the  surplus  wealth  we  generate  is  to  be  accu- 
mulated in  remote  cities.  The  wealth  so  accumulated  would 
be  a  stranger  to  our  want,  and  lacking  intelligent  perception 
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of  our  needs.  It  would  be  at  such  long  range  as  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  things  timid,  halting,  and  uncertain.  The  entire 
western  third  of  the  national  domain  needs  here  at  the  Golden 
Gate  a  metropolis  in  which  to  reservoir  its  surplus  capital,  and 
conserve  in  the  highest  degree  the  mercantile  side  of  our  in- 
dustrial production.  So  long  as  the  commerce  generated  by 
the  products  of  this  great  territory  must  find  import  and  ex- 
port in  distant  metropolitan  cities,  that  long  will  there  be 
wanting  in  our  development  a  potent  factor.  The  surplus 
capital  accumulated  at  such  long  range  suffers  estrangement, 
and  thus  impoverishes  the  region  from  which  it  is  drawn.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  wealth  accumulated  in  a  metropolis  belong- 
ing to  our  own  region  becomes  a  constantly  augmenting  force 
in  industrial  and  commercial  development.  The  present  use- 
lessness  in  a  commercial  sense  of  the  ocean  which  washes  our 
shores,  is  denying  to  us  the  existence  of  a  great  commercial 
metropolis,  with  its  indispensable  influence  upon  all  growth 
and  progress. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  construction  of  the  canal  means 
to  us  a  new  position  on  the  commercial  map  of  the  world  : — the 
introduction  of  entirely  new  conditions,  making  possible  the 
full  development  of  our  vast  natural  resources.  The  very 
statement  itself  is  pregnant  with  meaning,  —  "the  develop- 
ment of  our  natural  resources."  These  resources  exist.  They 
will  be  developed  only  if  all  the  economies  influencing  and 
controlling  their  development  are  favoring,  and  they  are  so 
vast  and  varied  that  their  development  necessarily  presupposes 
the  existence  of  a  vast  population,  finding  profitable  employ- 
ment out  of  the  development. 

I  am  aware  that  generalizations  are  dangerous  and  ofttimes 
misleading ;  but  I  conclude  this  by  calling  your  attention  to 
one  consideration,  which  seems  to  me  to  exhaust  the  argument 
and  close  its  conclusions  in  favor  of  this  resolution.  Our  in- 
dustries and  the  commerce  they  engender  are  burdened  with 
the  highest  bill  of  cost  for  transportation  of  any  in  the  world, 
both  in  their  import  and  export  aspects.  Whatever  will  cheap- 
en that  communication  will  proportionately  relieve  that  bur- 
den, and  thus  add  to  the  wealth-conferring  power  of  every  in- 
dustry in  which  we  are  engaged.  New  activities  will  be  possi- 
ble to  us,  when  a  more  economic  method  of  communication 
shall  unlock  our  vast  treasuries  of  resources.    The  wealth  of 
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a  country  resides  in  the  productive  capacity  of  its  people,  and 
the  wealth-producing  capacity  of  a  people  resides  in  the  appli- 
cation of  labor  to  raw  material.  Any  instrumentality  which 
will  bring  us  nearer  to  the  great  centers  of  commerce  will  con- 
fer upon  our  products  increased  value,  and  with  it  increased 
prosperity ;  and  in  this  general  promotion  of  prosperity,  all 
industries  and  legitimate  occupations  and  all  commercial  in- 
strumentalities will  enjoy  their  full  share. 
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Galiferriia  State  Beard  ef  Trade. 


San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  Oct.  13,  1891. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1  130  p.  m.  President 
Eugene  J.  Gregory  in  the  chair.  Present :  E.  W.  Maslin, 
Sec'y  ;  Hon.  J.  S.  Emery,  A.  A.  Hibbard,  S.  H.  Cole,  C.  C. 
Hutchinson,  Erskine  Greer,  T.  E.  B.  Rice,  J.  A.  Morrissey, 
W.  H.  Mills,  Hon.  Geo.  C.  Perkins,  L.  C.  McAfee,  H.  A.  Mes- 
senger, L.  G.  Harvey,  Tyler  Beach. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  the  following  report  : 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  September. 


1 89 1.  Receipts. 

Sept.  1st.    Cash  in  Grangers'  Bank  J  1,505  52 

"    "    hands  Manager   57  72 — J  1,563  24 

County  Subscriptions   135  00 

City  "    600  so 

New  "    150  00 

Southern  Pacific,  Aug.  and  Sept   500  00— $1,385  50  - 

Total  Receipts  $2,948  74 

Disbursements. 

Salaries  and  Labor  $680  00 

Advertising   36  00 

Printing  and  Stationery   492  95 

Rent   325  00 

Cala.  on  Wheels,  2nd  trip,  old  demand. . . .  609  43 
Expenses   159  70 

Total  Disbursements  $2,303  08 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  1st,  1891   $645  66 

Since  1st  Oct.  deposited  in  Bank   248  00 


Cash  on  hand  at  date 
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Mr.  Maslin. — The  item  for  printing  and  stationery  includes 
the  cost  of  printing  3,000  old  form  of  climatic  maps,  and  5,000 
new  maps,  and  the  printing  of  the  "  Proceedings.''  The  $609.- 
43  was  due  for  expenses  of  u  California  on  Wheels,"  and  was 
audited  in  March  last,  but  not  paid.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  claim  until  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  claim  has 
been  re-audited. 

The  Committee  on  Increase  of  Membership  reported  that 
ten  banks  of  the  city  had  agreed,  each,  to  contribute  $10  per 
month  under  certain  conditions,  that  the  canvass  would  be  con- 
tinued with  other  banks. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  offering  to  rent  an  exhibition 
room.  He  stated  that  the  Board  needed  greater  room.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  letter  was  referred  to  Exhibit  Com- 
mittee. , 

Mr.  L.  C.  McAfee,  of  the  Committee  on  Market-Seeking 
Fund  reported.  The  Committee  made  inquiries  among  the 
merchants  of  the  city,  but  met  little  encouragement.  The  re- 
ply generally  made  was,  that  the  English  people  would  not 
take  our  goods,  or  the  English  merchants  would  not  handle 
them.  We  are  satisfied  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  force  fruit 
into  a  market  where  the  merchants  will  not  take  it.  I  have 
written  to  our  Consular  General  in  England,  in  reference  to 
•our  fruits  ;  but  there  are  charges  and  duties  on  imported  fruit 
which  almost  amount  to  prohibition.  Sugared  apricots  have 
been  sent  to  England  and  sold  for  11  cents  per  pound,  and  it 
was  found  hard  to  dispose  of  them  even  at  that  price. 
.  We  thought  that  the  great  co-operative  stores  in  England 
might  be  used  as  a, means  of  reaching  the  people.  We  found 
that  Mr.  Weinstock,  of  Sacramento,  has  already  anticipated 
us,  before  he  had  been  put  on  the  Committee.  He  had  writ- 
ten to  Mr.  J.  Parker  Whitney  of  Placer  County,  now  in  Eng- 
land, who  at  once  proceeded  to  business. 

Mr.  Whitney,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  J.  K.  Armsby,  dated"  Lon- 
don, Aug.  28th,  states  "that  the  business  in  dried  fruit  has 
not  been  done  much  here,  and  it  is  likely  with  low  prices  that 
something  could  be  done  with  it." 

He  found  that  Fruit  Brokers  and  Retailers  did  not  take 
much  interest  in  the  business,  and  one  house  stated  that  Cali- 
fornia dried  fruit  would  not  go  ;  that  they  had  dried  apricots 
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from  Spain,  500  cases,  which  sold  slowly,  cost  yd.  per  pound 
and  expected  to  get  gd.  but  could  not  show  a  sample. 

Mr.  Whitney  being  mindful  of  Mr.  Weinstock's  suggestion, 
undertook  to  reach  the  co-operative  stores.  Accordingly  he 
interviewed  the  Messrs.  Gibleys,  "who  are  the  largest  wine 
dealers  in  the  world,  and  who  are  rich  and  influential."  He 
laid  the  case  open  to  the  senior  members  of  the  firm.  They 
volunteered  to  receive  samples,  and  to  invite  six  or  seven  of 
the  most  important  retailers  in  the  kingdom  to  come  and  see 
the  samples  and  learn  prices.  Among  those  to  be  invited  will 
be  the  Agent  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Stores,  a 
buyer  of  a  house  which  has  twenty  grocery  establishments, 
and  several  of  the  principal  retailers.  The  Gibleys  will,  with- 
out desiring  to  engage  in  the  business,  use  their  best  exertions 
to  lay  the  business  before  said  parties,  in  such  manner  as  to 
attract  a  peculiar  interest.  Mr.  Whitney  cabled  to  Mr. 
Armsby  to  send  boxes  of  samples  directly  to  Messrs.  W.  and 
A.  Gibley,  Pantheon,  with  a  schedule  of  prices  and  all  infor- 
mation needed,  and  especially  concerning  cost  of  freight  to 
London,  time  of  transit,  etc. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  send  agent,  at  least  for  the  present. 
It  would  be  better  to  establish  an  agency  with  some  first-class 
house,  which  would  give  special  and  particular  attention  to  it. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  business  done  in  canned  goods,  but 
dried  fruits  have  not  been  dealt  in  extensively. 

Mr.  Whitney  will  be  at  home  in  Placer  County  about  the 
first  of  December,  when  he  will  be  ready  to  co-operate  further 
with  the  Board  and  Mr.  Armsby  in  the  matter. 

Before  leaving  England  Mr.  Whitney  published  a  letter  to 
the  public,  recommending  the  use  of  dried  fruits,  and  giving 
the  receipt  for  its  preparation. 

J.  K.  Armsby  &  Co.  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and 
have  sent  the  samples  to  Messrs.  Gibley.  So  far  as  co-opera- 
tive stores  are  concerned,  they  will  keep  us  informed  on  the 
subject. 

Believingthe  specific  work  was  to  try  and  reach  the  English 
market  through  the  Salvation  Army,  [  wrote  a  letter  to  1  .  1 
eral  Booth,  but  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  This  is  all  the 
report  we  have  to  make. 

The  following  is  Mr.  McAfee's  letter  : 
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San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Oct.  7,  1891. 

General  William  Booth,  Salvation  Army, 
London,  England. 

Dear  Sir: 

As  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Califor- 
nia State  Board  of  Trade,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  you  on 
a  subject  that  is  largely  commercial,  but  entering  into  the 
question  of  food  supply,  especially  for  poorer  people,  and  con- 
sequently one  that  may  not  only  interest  you,  but  be  worthy 
of  your  attention  in  connection  with  your  plans  of  furnishing 
nourishing,  pure,  and  wholesome  foods  at  low  prices.  The 
value  of  fruit  as  a  food  is  too  well  known  to  you  to  need  argu-  I 
ment. 

You  know  that  California  is  capable  of  raising  large  quan-  j 
tities  of  fruits  of  all  kinds,  such  as  peaches,  apricots,  prunes, 
pears,  apples,  etc.  It  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  experiment. 
The  chief  concern  now  is  where  to  find  a  market  for  the  large 
and  increasing  production.  Fresh  fruits  especially  are  diffi- 
cult of  transportation,  and  are  expensive.  Canned  goods  are 
also  too  high  priced  for  universal  consumption.  Dried  fruits 
can  be  made  to  meet  more  nearly  all  the  requirements  of  a 
popular  food.  In  the  climate  of  California  they  can  be  eco-  I 
nomically  prepared,  and  in  their  reduced  bulk  can  be  more 
economically  transported  than  in  any  other  shape. 

I  presume  ten  cents  (5  pence)  a  pound  is  a  fair  average  price 
at  which  California  dried  fruits  can  be  laid  down  in  London. 
Each  pound  of  dried  fruit  is  equal,  on  an  average,  to  five 
pounds  of  fresh  fruit,  and  in  the  process  of  cooking  the  origi- 
nal bulk,  which  has  been  lost  in  drying  and  consists  solely  of 
water,  can  be  restored,  so  that  the  cost  of  the  five  pounds  of 
fruit  as  restored  in  cooking  would  be  ten  cents  (5  pence)  plus 
the  cost  of  cooking,  or  per  pound  two  cents  or  one  penny  plus  | 
cost  of  cooking. 

With  direct  trade  so  as  to  save  commissions,  etc.  of  middle  1 
men,  the  cost  laid  down  in  London  might  be  materially  re-  1 
duced.    If  experimental  kitchens  were  attached  to  a  shop  or 
warehouse,  the  fruit  could  be  prepared  for  the  purchasers,  un- 
til they  could  understand  how  to  do  it  themselves. 

This  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  California  State 
Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  into  this  subject,  and  they  would,  if 
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encouragement  were  given,  send  you  a  considerable  lot  of 
fruit,  say  some  tons,  without  cost  to  you  if  necessary,  to  de- 
termine the  matter  in  the  way  indicated,  or  in  such  other  way 
as  you  might  suggest.  The  Board  of  Trade  thinks  that  some 
practical  effort  will  have  to  be  made  to  attract  the  attention 
of  consumers  of  moderate  means  to  the  economical  value  of 
dried  fruits,  and  directs  the  Committee  to  communicate  with 
you,  and  enlist  your  cooperation.  Our  inquiry  involves  two 
points  : 

First.  Would  our  dried  fruits  be  acceptable,  or  could  they 
be  made  acceptable  to  the  people  whom  you  could  arrange  to 
supply  ? 

Second.  Is  the  price  at  which  they  can  be  laid  down  in 
London  low  enough  to  meet  the  trade  ? 

I  will  be  greatly  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  observe 
any  suggestions  how  to  attain  the  purpose  proposed  in  this 
communication.    I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Sincerely  yours, 
L.  C.  McAfee,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

Mr.  McAfee  here  showed  some  specimens  of  dried  apples, 
which  have  been  sent  to  him  by  a  family  in  England  as  the 
fruit  imported  from  Normandy.  They  are  peeled  and  dried 
whole,  —  are  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  pressed  flat,  tough 
and  almost  tasteless.    They  are  called  Normandy  Pippin. 

(They  may  be  seen  in  the  State  Board  of  Trade  rooms. 
— Secy.) 

If  this  fruit  came  from  a  private  family  of  some  means,  and 
if  people  of  their  class  will  buy  such  fruit,  there  must  be  a 
market  for  our  delicious  dried  fruits,  if  they  are  shown  how 
they  can  be  prepared  for  the  table. 

Mr.  Greer. — The  fruit  is  very  tough,  and  uninviting  both  in 
respect  to  taste  and  texture.  If  such  fruit  sells  in  England, 
most  certainly  we  could  make  money  by  sending  our  fruit 
there.  There  is  no  comparison  between  such  stuff  and  even 
our  medium  fruit. 

W.  H.  Mills. — I  think  the  Committee  has  done  some  valu- 
able work,  and  the  way  seems  clear  to  introduce  our  fruil  into 
England.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Gen.  Booth  will  interest  him 
self  in  the  matter.  To  induce  the  classes  among  whom  he 
labors  to  use  our  fruit  will  commend  itself  to  him  as  truly 
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missionary  work.  The  dealer  in  the  commodities  of  the  world 
who  sits  still,  and  says  there  is  no  market  for  any  production 
of  human  labor,  is  not  a  merchant, — he  is  only  a  huckster. 
There  is  a  distinction  between  a  merchant  and  a  huckster.  A 
merchant  who  is  thoroughly  educated  in  his  business  does  not 
wait  to  have  a  market  thrust  upon  him.  He  searches  the 
world  over  for  centers  of  population,  and  sends  his  merchan- 
dise  there,  and  ereates  a  want  for  his  goods  where  none  ex- 
isted before.  This  is  the  type  of  the  old-time  merchant,  who 
loaded  up  his  ships  and  sent  them  round  the  world  seeking 
and  making  a  market.  The  huckster  sits  in  his  store,  and 
waits  for  people  to  come  and  buy,  and  when  he  does  this,  j 
whether  he  be  rich  or  poor,  whether  he  wholesales  or  retails, 
he  is  nevertheless  nothing  more  than  a  huckster. 

We  have  constantly  to  contend  against  such  people.  When  I 
Dr.  Lardner  proved  by  apparently  unassailable  scientific  data 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  propel  a  ship  across  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  by  steam,  the  steamer  which  first  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, the  "  Great  Western,"  brought  the  first  information 
the  people  of  the  United  States  had  of  the  Dr's  croaking 
prophesy.    The  Doctor  belonged  to  a  class  of  so-called  mer-  | 
chants,  who  say  there  is  no  market  for  our  dried  fruit.    The  j 
way  to  find  a  market  is  to  create  one,  and  the  Committee  has 
gone  about  it  in  the  right  way.    If  Gen.  Booth  will  place  be- 
fore the  people  of  England  our  dried  fruits,  cooked  as  we 
know  how  to  cook  them,  the  market  will  be  created.  The 
merchants  of  this  city  ought  to  see  in  this  experiment  their 
opportunity  to  build  up  a  large  and  profitable  business.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  are  equal  to  the  occasion. 

Col.  J.  P.  Irish  had  received  a  letter  from  a  friend,  with 
whom  he  had  been  corresponding  in  reference  to  finding  a 
foreign  market,  and  read  the  following  extract,  stating  that  he 
had  provided  for  sending  dried  fruit  to  the  writer. 

New  York,  Sept.  23d,  '91.  I 
At  Chicago  I  met  a  gentleman  who  is  in  the  Standard  Oil 
Co.,  a  Scotchman  whom  I  had  met  in  San  Francisco  on  busi- 
ness. He  is  charmed  with  California,  and  wants  to  go  out 
and  stay.  His  cousin  is  the  manager  of  one  of  those  Cooper- 
ative Mercantile  Associations  in  Scotland,  that  does  a  busi-  1 
ness  of  ^1,000,000  a  year.  I  have  arranged  with  him,  to  send  | 
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him  a  package  of  California  dried  peaches,  apricots  and  nec- 
tarines, which  he  will  forward  to  his  cousin  for  trial.  If  liked, 
he  will  come  to  San  Francisco  and  introduce  our  dried  fruits 
into  England.  He  commands  resources,  and  talks  intelligent- 
ly of  applying  the  economical  methods  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Co. 

He  spends  much  time  in  England,  and  is  sure  that  we  can 
put  dried  fruit  there  at  a  profit  of  a  %  of  a  cent  per  lb. ;  and 
that,  on  a  consumption  of  one  pound  per  capita  per  annum, 
would  yield  a  profit  of  $85,000. 

He  knows  a  pie,  pastry  and  tart  baker  in  London  who  uses 
immensely  of  jellies  and  jams,  through  whom  much  fruit  could 
be  used. 

His  cousin  says  that  any  fruit  that  can  be  used  without 
sugar  will  go  rapidly. 

He  handles  oatmeal  largely,  but  he  says  he  sells  two  tons 
of  sugar  to  sweeten  every  ton  of  meal. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  to  J.  A.  Morrissey  from  Mr.  R. 
T.  Roberts,  m  reference  to  a  scheme  for  the  introduction  of  a 
Welsh  Colony  into  California. 

Mr.  Morrissey. — Mr.  Roberts  is  well  known  in  California, 
and  he  recommends  the  person  named  in  the  letter,  and  who 
seeks  to  be  our  agent.  The  matter  is  worthy  of  considera 
tion,  and  I  move  that  the  letter  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Immigration.    Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Maslin. — Since  our  last  meeting  San  Luis  Obispo  and 
Sutter  counties  have  affiliated.  San  Luis  Obispo,  by  the  con* 
sent  of  the  University,  has  exhibited  specimens  of  grains  and 
grasses  grown  at  the  Experimental  Station  at  Paso  Robles, 
which  are  worthy  of  examination.  Mr.  R.  Cruikshank,  the 
superintendent  of  the  station,  placed  the  exhibit  in  form. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion, reported  :  Mr.  Chapin  has  been  appointed  to  colled  stat- 
istics, and  also  to  solicit  counties  to  come  in  with  the  Board 
that  do  not  belong  to  the  Board.  I  find  that  there  is  a  gentle- 
man in  this  city  who  has  commenced  a  work  such  as  we  pro- 
pose to  publish.  I  have  here  now  the  form  which  he  has 
started.  In  this  you  see  something  which  may  be  slipped  into 
the  pocket.    He  proposes  in  this  book  to  have  a  map  ol  each 
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county  separate.  He  has  given  us  a  proposition,  which,  to  save 
time,  I  will  read. 

[Then  followed  the  reading  of  the  letter.] 

These  are  about  all  the  facts  I  have.  I  simply  wish,  though, 
that  the  Board  could  publish  a  book,  but  it  will  take  time  to 
do  so  ;  and  as  the  demand  seems  to  be  for  something  imme- 
diate, I  think  it  wiser  to  contract  for  so  much  of  the  work  al- 
ready prepared  as  is  suitable.  If  it  would  be  in  order,  I  would  | 
move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Printing  Committe  j 
and  the  Manager  of  the  Board  with  full  power  to  act. 

Mr.  Maslin. — Some  of  the  printing  committee  have  depart- 
ed this  life,  and  Mr.  Mills  is  about  the  only  one  left. 

W.  H.  Mills. — I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  | 
special  committee  on  "  Hand  Book  of  California,"  and  that 
the  committee  have  full  power  to  contract  for  the  publication 
of  the  book  referred  to  by  Mr.  Hutchinson.    Motion  second- 
ed by  Mr.  Hibbard. 

Mr.  Morrissey. — I  move  that  the  Finance  Committee  be  add- 
ed to  that  committee.  Amendment  was  accepted,  and  the 
motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  President  called  on  the  delegates  to  the  Immigration 
Convention  to  report. 

Mr.  Maslin. — There  is  little  to  report.  The  convention 
seemed  composed  of  gentlemen  who  were  seriously  interested 
in  the  subject  of  providing  some  means  to  induce  immigration 
to  the  State,  but  the  convention  discussed  more  prominently 
than  anything  else  the  necessity  of  a  competitive  road  to  the 
State.  No  plan  was  formulated  looking  immediately  to  in- 
ducing immigration. 

Mr.  Cameron  attacked  the  State  Board  of  Trade,  which  was 
defended  by  Messrs.  Hatch,  Hutchinson  and  myself.  His 
speech  had  no  effect  upon  the  convention. 

Mr.  Mills. — It  makes  but  little  difference  to  this  Board  what 
was  said  in  the  convention  about  the  Board.  We  know  that 
we  are  doing  the  best  we  can,  within  our  means,  for  the  State, 
and  if  the  convention  has  roused  an  interest  in  the  question  of 
developing  our  resources,  it  must  be  productive  of  good.  I 
believe  the  members  generally  were  desirous  of  doing  some- 
thing for  California,  and,  when  any  plan  is  formulated,  they 
will  have  our  assistance. 
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I  therefore  move  that  the  President  and  Manager  be  in- 
structed to  communicate  with  the  World's  Fair  Commission* 
and  the  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Immigra- 
tion Convention,  and  assure  them  that  the  State  Board  will 
co-operate  with  them  in  any  plan  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
interests  of  California. 

Mr.  Hutchinson. — I  second  the  motion,  and  wish  to  say  that 
I  have  attended  a  great  many  conventions,  but  I  never  found 
a  more  intelligent  and  earnest  body  of  men  than  those  who 
composed  the  convention.  While  there  were  some  things 
done  to  be  regretted,  such  as  the  limiting  the  opportunity  to 
bring  before  the  convention  the  individual  views  of  members 
respecting  immigration;  yet  there  seemed  to  be  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  induce  immigration.  The  attack  on  the  Board  did  no 
harm  :  it  was  easily  answered,  as  the  manager  stated.  The  sym- 
pathy with  the  Board  was  early  manifested,  by  the  fact  that  at 
the  first  meeting  called  all  the  delegates  came  from  counties 
which  had  affiliated  with  the  Board. 

Mr.  Mills. — An  Irrigation  Convention  met  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  and  California  had  twenty-seven  representative  delegates. 
I  think  it  was  a  very  pleasant  surprise  to  the  delegates  to  see 
the  immense  growth  that  city  has  made.  After  the  Conven- 
tion had  completed  its  labors  and  met  to  close  its  business,  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  members  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should 
place  a  permanent  exhibition  of  the  products  of  California  at 
Salt  Lake  City  ;  and  if  we  would  retain  such  an  exhibition  there, 
it  would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  this  State. 
I  therefore  move  that  the  State  Board  of  Trade  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Exhibition  the  proposition  to  place  a  permanent 
exhibit  at  Salt  Lake  City.    Motion  carried. 

Mr.  Maslin. — Some  several  months  ago  I  asked  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  counties  in  the  State  Board  to  make  a  short 
and  comprehensive  statement  of  acres  of  cheap  land  in  their 
several  counties.  Some  of  these  members  have  made  no  re- 
port. I  again  ask  for  these  reports,  that  1  may  make  up  a 
pamphlet. 

Mr.  McAfee. — I  would  like  to  request  Mr.  Mills,  as  a  mem 
ber  of  the  Irrigation  Convention  at  Salt  Lake  City,  to  tell  us 
what  was  done  by  the  Convention. 
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Mr.  Mills. — California  achieved  the  honor  of  having  one  of 
her  citizens  selected  as  the  chairman, —  Hon.  C.  C.  Wright,  of 
Stanislaus.  The  body  was  composed  of  very  highly  intelligent 
men.  It  became  evident,  as  soon  as  the  Convention  met,  that 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  members  that  the  arid  public  lands 
should  be  given  to  the  States  and  Territories  where  the  lands 
are  located,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  same.  I  obtained 
the  impression  that  the  Convention  believed  that  the  people 
of  these  States  and  Territories  knew  better  how  to  take  care 
of  these^irrigable  lands  than  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  ever  will.  The  people  of  the  East  know  nothing  what- 
ever on  the  subject  of  irrigation,  and  know  nothing  of  to  what 
extended  uses  land  may  be  put  when  water  is  applied.  Only 
the  people  who  have  seen  the  fruits  of  irrigation  know  the 
vast  possibilities  lying  within  irrigable  districts.  We  in  Cali- 
fornia know  by  experience  the  benefit  of  irrigation,  and  experi- 
ence has  taught  us  the  legal  aspect  of  the  acquisition  and  use 
of  water.  The  good  result  of  the  Convention  was  in  crystal- 
lizing and  fixing  the  principle  that  all  irrigable  lands  should  be- 
long to  the  States  and  Territories. 

In  connection  with  the  question  of  conserving  the  waters 
of  this  State,  I  wish  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  deforesting  the  slopes  of  the  mountains.  History  and 
modern  experience  testify  that  when  mountains  are  denuded 
of  their  forests  the  sources  of  water  are  exhausted.  The  peril 
to  California  is  not  very  near,  but  it  is  near  enough,  in  view 
of  the  rapid  felling  of  our  forests  and  the  passing  of  timber 
lands  into  the  hands  of  wealthy  syndicates  to  alarm  thought- 
ful men  who  in  the  present  look  to  the  future,  however  dis- 
tant. The  Legislature  and  the  people  ought  to  obtain  Con- 
gressional action  to  preserve  the  public  timber  lands  in  this 
State. 

Mr.  Caminetti. — I  did  not  come  here  to  make  a  speech,  but 
on  this  matter  of  reservation  of  our  timber  land  in  California  I 
must  say,  that  in  looking  over  the  Statutes  of  1883,  you  will 
find  that  I  introduced  a  resolution  relating  to  same  in  the  Leg- 
islature. I  believe  in  doing  something  with  our  timber  lands^ 
but  the  question  with  me  is,  whether  we  should  allow  them  to 
go  to  monopolies  in  the  end.  I  do  not  believe  in  giving  these 
lands  to  California,  unless  they  are  preserved  in  such  a  way 
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that  California  will  not  permit  the  political  bosses  to  give 
them  out  to  suit  themselves.  I  propose  to  lay  down  the  foun- 
dation, giving  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be  given  out  or 
protected.  In  other  words,  I  believe  that  we  should  put  a 
clause  in  the  law,  saying  that  we  should  protect  the  forest 
lands  of  the  State,  so  that  the  objects  of  the  Salt  Lake  and 
this  Convention  shall  be  carried  out  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  P.  Y.  Baker. — I  am  opposed  to  selling  the  timber  lands 
in  the  State.  They  should  be  leased,  with  a  condition  that  only 
trees  of  a  certain  dimension  should  be  cut,  thus  leaving  the 
young  trees  to  grow  to  maturity.  By  this  means  the  State 
could  derive  a  permanent  revenue  for  many  years  to  come. 

Messrs.  Will  S.  Green,  of  Colusa,  and  Mr.  McAfee  spoke  on 
the  question  of  owning  and  controlling  the  irrigable  lands,  but 
the  reporter  failed  to  catch  the  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hibbard,  the  visiting  Librarians  were 
invited  to  visit  the  Exhibit  Rooms  of  the  Board. 

A  gentleman  made  a  proposition  to  publish  a  book  about 
California,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board;  but  the  offer  was 
declined,  and  the  Board  resolved,  in  view  of  several  other  prop- 
ositions being  made  to  the  like  effect,  that  the  Board  would 
not  lend  its  name  to  any  publication  not  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Lankershim,  of  Los  Angeles,  was  introduced  to 
the  Board,  and  exhibited  specimens  of  fruit  semi-preserved  by 
a  fruit  company,  by  a  new  and  secret  process.  The  fruit  pre- 
sented a  beautiful  appearance. 


Note. — The  Secietary  invited  the  Librjiriars,  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  and 
members  of  the  Bankers'  Convention  to  visit  the  rooms. 
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San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  Dec.  8,  1891. 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  1  p.  m.  President  Eugene  J. 
Gregory  in  the  chair.  Present :  E.  W.  Maslin,  Secretary, 
Hon.  J.  S.  Emery,  W.  H.  Mills,  A.  A.  Hibbard,  C.  C.  Hutch- 
inson, Tyler  Beach,  J.  B.  Coldwell,  Jos.  W.  Davis,  Gen.  N.  P. 
Chipman,  S.  J.  Stabler,  J.  A.  Morrissey,  H.  Raap,  L.  G. 
Harvey,  L.  C.  McAfee. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  the  same 
approved. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  : 


1 89 1.  Receipts. 

Nov.  1st.    Cash  on  hand  ^1,341  01 

Nov.  30th.    Subscriptions   882  50 — $2,223  51 

Disbursements. 

Salaries,  Rent,  Handbook,  Printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  $1,381  06 

$842  45 

Dec.  1.    Cash  in  Bank  $838  18 

Cash  in  hands  of  Manager   4  27 —  £842  45 


Mr.  Chipman: — I  would  say  that  I  have  in  course  of  prep- 
aration the  report  on  the  navigable  waters  of  rivers  on  this 
coast,  and  will  not  be  able  to  report  on  same  for  some  little 
"time. 

The  President  made  the  following  appointments  on  com 
mittees : 
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Auditing  and  Finance  Committee — J.  S.  Emery,  A.  A 
Hibbard,  Tyler  Beach. 

Committee  on  Immigration — John  P.  Irish,  Mark  L.  Mc- 
Donald, C.  C.  Hutchinson,  Jesse  D.  Carr. 

Committee  on  Exhibition — J.  A.  Morrissey,  J.  B.  Coldwell,. 
S.  H.  Cole,  Jos.  W.  Davis,  E.  Greer. 

Committee  on  Printing  and  Advertising — Wm.  H.  Mills, 
E.  W.  Maslin. 

Committee  on  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Resources 
of  the  State — N.  P.  Chipman,  Geo.  C.  Perkins,  Albert 
Gallatin,  Mark  L.  McDonald,  John  Boggs. 

Mr.  Maslin. — Since  the  last  meeting  I  have  prepared  a 
prospectus  for  the  company  to  be  formed  to  introduce  our 
dried  fruits  into  England.  This  prospectus  has  been  sent  to 
each  newspaper  in  the  State,  with  a  request  to  publish  it  and 
to  assist  in  securing  subscribers  to  the  fund.  All  the  papers 
which  come  to  our  office  have  published  the  prospectus,  and 
accompanied  the  same  with  friendly  notices.  From  the 
attention  heretofore  paid  by  the  country  press  to  our  requests 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  prospectus  has  been  published  by 
every  paper  to  which  it  has  been  sent.  I  have  sent  and  am 
still  sending  the  prospectus,  with  list  for  subscription,  to  the 
fruit  growers  of  the  State,  and  in  two  weeks  more  three 
thousand  fruit  growers  will  have  received  solicitations  to 
subscribe. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  read  a  letter  to  Mr.  Mills  from 
one  of  the  leading  orchardists  of  the  State. 

Napa  City,  Nov.  23,  1891. 

Wm.  H.  Mills,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir : 

You  have  always  taken  much 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  California's  prosperity, 
and  I  have  noticed  recently  your  remarks  in  the  State  Board 
of  Trade  regarding  the  opening  of  the  English  markets  for 
the  reception  of  our  dried  fruits:  hence  this  letter. 

On  October  31st  was  held  a  meeting  at  the  Canon  Street 
Hotel,  London,  Sir  James  Whitehead  in  the  chair,  to  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  holding  a  "National  and  Interna- 
tional Fruit  Show  in  London  in  1892." 
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The  Chairman  himself  guaranteed  a  fund  of  £500,  and  from 
the  report  of  the  meeting  before  me,  and  the  standing  of  the 
men  present,  there  is  but  little  doubt  but  that  it  will  be 
carried  out,  and  on  a  scale  never  before  attempted  in  any 
country. 

It  strikes  me  as  being  a  great  opportunity  for  California  to 
show  her  fruit  products,  and  I  therefore  respectfully  submit 
the  suggestion  to  you. 

I  know  several  of  the  gentlemen  personally,  who  were 
present  at  the  meeting,  and  could  gather  from  them  any 
further  particulars,  should  you  think  it  worth  while  to  do  so. 

I  remain, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Leonard  Coates. 

Mr.  Mills. — London  has  projected  and  carried  successfully 
through  several  World  Expositions.  In  1885  London  held  an 
Inventors'  Exhibition,  at  which  all  inventions  were  exhibited. 
Later  there  was  held  what  was  called  an  American  Exhibi- 
tion of  American  inventions,  and  both  of  these  were  largely 
successful.  There  was  held  an  Art  Exhibition  in  London  to 
which  David  Lubin  of  Sacramento  so  frequently  refers. 
Now  London  has  projected  another  one  of  these  very  suc- 
cessful exhibitions,  and  there  will  be  more  people  visit  that 
exhibition,  and  it  is  California's  opportunity  to  show  what 
.she  claims  to  be,  and  I  know  that  it  will  be  a  success. 

Mr.  Chipman. — That  would  seem  to  be  very  apt  in  connec- 
tion with  the  proposition  which  we  have  now  under  discus- 
sion. If  we  should  succeed  in  getting  our  corporation  in 
operation  it  would  be  a  State  organization,  and  would  promote 
and  stimulate  it.  When  you  find  a  proposition  meeting  with 
the  approval  of  intelligent  men  in  associated  capacity,  and  you 
find  it  also  in  men  individually  when  spoken  to  on  the  sub- 
ject, you  must  conclude  there  is  some  merit  in  it.  If  this  will 
not  work  itself  out  it  will  need  assistance.  Members  in  this 
city  must  go  to  work  by  personal  effort  and  personal  solici- 
tation to  accomplish  it.  Now  it  has  attracted  attention 
throughout  the  State,  and  I  have  a  letter  written  to  me  here 
from  which  I  extract  the  following : 
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"Dear  Sir:  A  short  time  ago  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
California  Fruit  Growers  in  reference  to  the  marketing  of 
California  fruit  in  England.  I  know  the  fruit  trade  thor- 
oughly and  have  been  in  business  for  eighteen  years,  both  in 
this  country  and  London,  and  am  familiar  with  all  the  meth- 
ods of  working  an  English  business,  and  am  a  great  believer 
in  such  a  business  as  suggested.  I  wish  to  give  my  hearty 
endorsement  to  the  plan  of  incorporating  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  our  fruit  into  England. 

"  I  have  just  read  an  article  in  to-day's  Los  Angeles  Times, 
setting  forth  your  prospectus  to  introduce  fruit  into  England 
and  establishing  an  agency  for  sale  of  the  same.  The  matter 
has  occurred  to  me  several  times,  whether  we  should  not  com- 
mence negotiations  with  some  of  the  larger  dealers  on  the 
continent,  and  have  them  make  preparation  for  following  the 
same  plan  on  the  continent ;  in  fact,  have  friends  looking  the 
matter  up  in  France,  Germany  and  Russia,  and  also  in  South 
American  cities.  I  have  been  preparing  a  market  for  grains, 
dried  fruit,  etc.,  the  idea  being  to  ship  direct  to  the  co-oper- 
atives, thus  saving  middlemen's  profits,  and  placing  the  fruit 
upon  the  market  at  a  reasonable  figure.  I  am  at  present 
endeavoring  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  on  the  conti- 
nent as  soon  as  possible ;  and  the  demand  for  cereals  is  in- 
creasing, and  the  prices  paid  for  dried  fruits  is  exorbitant." 

Now  I  want  to  add,  Mr.  President,  that  recently  there  have 
come  into  my  neighborhood  several  influential  Englishmen 
for  the  purpose  of  fruit  culture.  Some  of  them  have  lived  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  a  few  in  outlying  counties,  and  some 
of  them  were  engaged  in  traffic  there,  and  they  all  assure  me 
that  the  California  fruits  would  find  a  market  for  our  entire 
production  upon  the  continent,  and  chiefly  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  without  securing  a  market  at  home  at  all.  I  be- 
lieve there  is  a  market  at  London.  Now  they  tell  me  that 
apricots,  for  example,  are  generally  unknown — a  thing  we  all 
know  to  be  true — but  that  they  know  something  of  dried 
apples,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  all  of  our  fruits  can  be  got 
in  the  market  at  a  profit.  All  English-speaking  people  eat 
about  the  same  class  of  food,  and  I  do  not  know  what  more 
can  be  done  than  what  has  been  stated.  The  plan  generally 
suggested  is  to  try  and  find  100  men  to  subscribe  $100  each, 
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or  any  number  of  shares  at  $10  each,  so  as  to  complete  the 
organization,  and  then  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  selecting  the 
man  or  house  as  our  agent. 

Mr.  Maslin. — I  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  gentleman  from 
London,  and  invited  him  to  attend  this  meeting  in  order  that 
we  might  gain  some  information.  I  wish  to  introduce  Mr. 
Gilbertson. 

Mr.  Gilbertson. — My  attention  was  drawn  to  a  notice  in  the 
papers,  and  I  called  on  Mr.  Maslin  in  reference  to  what  he 
proposed  to  do  in  regard  to  appointing  an  agent  in  London. 
It  might  take  a  year  or  two  to  get  a  market  for  these  goods, 
and  I  think  in  time  a  trade  could  be  worked  up.  I  represent 
an  old  house  connected  on  the  continent  for  over  thirty  years, 
and  we  have  all  our  agencies  established  in  different  parts  of 
the  continent,  and  I  thought  we  might  be  useful  to  you.  Of 
course,  there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  expense  in  sending  an 
agent  there,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  more  of  an  advantage 
to  you  to  have  correspondence  with  an  established  house,  than 
to  have  a  stranger  to  find  a  market  for  your  products.  Mr. 
Maslin  was  kind  enough  to  invite  me  up  here,  and  of  course, 
if  we  could  be  of  any  use  to  you,  we  would  be  glad. 

Mr.  McAfee— -I  have  two  letters  from  gentlemen,  English- 
men, residents  of  this  State.  One  of  them  writes  :  "  There 
are  some  obstacles  to  be  met  in  the  endeavor  to  enter  the 
English  market.  We  find  in  France,  Italy,  Spain  and  Portugal 
many  of  the  finest  orchards  are  the  property  of  English  peo- 
ple, who  will  naturally  be  disposed  to  make  a  fight  against  the 
entry  of  rivals  into  markets  where  they  enjoy  almost  a  mo- 
nopoly. Again,  there  are  wholesale  dealers  in  London  who 
will  unite  to  keep  back  any  project  that  may  interfere  with 
them.  They  do  not  wish  to  make  room  for  others  to  share 
the  rich  profits  of  their  business.  Californians  who  consign 
their  goods  must  do  so  at  the  outset  with  a  clear  understand- 
ing that  it  is  a  venture,  and  make  up  their  minds  to  stand  at 
first  low  profits,  until  their  products  have  obtained  a  firm 
footing,  as  they  surely  will  do  if  dealt  with  by  firm  hands. 
Apropos,  a  merchant  friend  of  mine  in  London  wrote  me, 
asking  me  what  could  be  done  towards  building  up  a  business 
in  this  direction.  He  thinks  there  would  be  money  in  it  for  the 
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producer.  He  said  California  fruits  were  not  well  known  in 
Great  Britain.  When  we  consider  the  enormous  consumption 
by  the  Navy  and  Army  departments,  and  the  merchant  ma- 
rine, of  such  fruits  as  California  produces,  it  seems  a  wonder 
that  California  has  not  earlier  made  a  vigorous  effort  to 
shoulder  her  way  into  such  desirable  markets.  If  she  can 
place  ordinary  goods  upon  the  English  markets  at  such  rates 
as  will  enable  vast  multitudes  to  consume  them,  she  will  find 
a  market  that  will  enable  her  to  go  on  planting,  without  the 
slightest  fear  of  over-production." 

The  other  gentleman  writes :  "  Through  the  courtesy  of 
the  Kern  County  Land  Company  and  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  we  (the  California  Land  and  Commercial 
Company)  shipped  to  London  during  the  past  month  a  fine 
exhibit  of  fruits  in  glass  and  dried  fruit  in  boxes,  as  well  as 
samples  of  fresh  winter  pears,  which  we  propose  to  exhibit  at 
the  Agricultural  Show  in  London  in  the  early  part  of  Decem- 
ber. I  have  read  with  interest  the  pamphlets  issued  by  the 
State  Board,  also  the  prospectus  of  the  California  Foreign 
Market  Company.  Mr.  Knewing,  our  European  manager, 
has  a  commercial  department  in  connection  with  the  business 
of  colonization,  and  I  have  no  doubt  our  people  would  be  glad 
to  give  a  helping  hand,  and  co-operate  with  the  State  Board." 
Mr.  Knewing  shipped  over  a  lot  of  apricots,  and  got  for  them 
1 8  cents  per  pound.  There  is  a  point  in  the  first  writer's  sug- 
gestion, that  a  person  living  in  England,  and  acquainted  with 
the  manners  of  the  people  and  modes  of  traffic,  would  be 
better  able  to  subserve  the  interests  of  California  than  any 
agent  whom  we  might  send.  Englishmen  certainly  have 
better  facilities  than  a  foreigner  would  have  to  get  to  the 
notice  of  the  English  world.  As  an  illustration  :  It  is  the 
rule  of  the  Queen  not  to  accept  presents,  yet  Mr.  Knewing 
succeeded  in  inducing  her  Majesty  to  accept  a  box  of  Kern 
county  peaches.  This  was  probably  effected  through  the 
kindly  offices  of  the  Earl  of  Gosford,  who  is  a  land  owner  in 
Kern  county. 

Mr.  Mills. — There  is  a  market  for  fruit  to  be  created.  Now 
in  nearly  eighteen  months'  discussion  no  one  has  contradicted 
this  statement.  We  find  that  there  is  a  class  of  fruit  not  used 
among  people  aggregating  45,000,000  of  inhabitants,  and  Mr. 
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McAfee,  through  a  London  correspondent,  says  there  is  a 
market  for  it.  If  the  trade  wants  to  deal  with  Englishmen 
because  they  are  Englishmen,  my  opinion  is  that  we  can  cre- 
ate a  demand.  I  don't  care  whether  the  seller  is  an  English- 
man or  American ;  if  a  thing  is  good,  and  excites  interest  and 
gratifies  the  taste,  it  will  be  bought.  No  dealer  sells  an  arti- 
cle to  please  his  nationality,  but  sells  it  for  what  can  be  a 
profit  to  him.  I  was  struck  by  Mr.  McAfee's  statement,  that 
it  would  be  an  obstacle  for  the  introduction  of  the  dried 
fruits.  Another  point  in  this  whole*  discussion — and  it  is  one 
worthy  of  consideration — the  mere  fact  that  in  France,  Italy, 
Germany,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even  in  parts  of  Asia  Minor 
and  other  parts,  Englishmen  own  the  finest  orchards  and 
vineyards  :  but  their  whole  product  is  an  infinitesimal  part  of 
the  consumption  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Chipman. — That  the  ownership  of  orchards  by  English- 
men amounts  to  enough  to  interfere  with  us  is  not  conceded. 
You  go  in  the  Malaga  regions,  you  go  in  the  south  of  France, 
you  do  not  find  Englishmen  growing  wine  for  anything  else 
than  for  the  profit  that  can  be  obtained  from  it.  The  Eng- 
lishman will  buy  our  products,  because  there  will  be  a  profit 
in  so  doing. 

Mr.  McAfee. — I  did  not  intend  to  give  the  point  as  my  own. 
The  consideration  before  the  Board  at  this  point  involves  the 
appointment  of  an  agent  in  London,  and  I  think  it  is  worth 
considering  whether,  if  an  Englishman  is  already  in  the  mar- 
ket in  Europe,  not  only  as  an  agent  in  the  market  himself,  he 
would  not  have  more  influence  in  that  market  than  a  stranger 
would.  I  think  it  is  well  settled  upon  that  there  is  a  market. 
I  offer  these  not  altogether  as  my  own  views  and  opinions, 
but  as  they  are  expressed  in  these  communications,  and  as  a 
part  of  my  report  from  time  to  time.  Now,  I  think  the  main 
question  before  us,  expressed  in  General  Chipman's  proposi- 
tion, is,  how  to  reach  that  market.  To  open  an  office  in  Lon- 
don, I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  finally  determined  whether 
that  agent  shall  be  some  one  sent  forward,  or  some  one  already 
there.  It  would  be  much  more  economical  to  put  a  man 
already  there  in  charge  of  the  project. 

Mr.  Chipman. — The  proposition  has  not  reached  that  point. 
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Mr.  McAfee. — The  idea  of  the  corporation,  as  I  regard  it 
from  the  prospectus,  is,  that  after  this  company  is  organized 
and  got  into  operation,  that  it  would  turn  over  its  business  to' 
other  persons.  It  simply  is  intended  after  the  business  is 
turned  over  to  a  company  to  appoint  some  reliable  agent  that 
will  act  in  the  interest  of  California.  That  the  committee 
has  done  nothing  particular  at  present  beyond  the  use  of  Mr. 
Maslin  in  securing  subscriptions  of  dried  fruit,  and  no  results, 
have  been  obtained  yet,  and  neither  has  anything  been  accom- 
plished in  the  way  of  getting  subscriptions  of  fruit. 

Capt.  E.  T.  Wright. — I  have  had  considerable  acquaintance 
with  the  London  market  and  also  with  the  requirements  of 
English  people.  I  have  lately  come  to  California  from  Eng- 
land, and  these  matters  that  you  have  under  consideration 
are  very  important.  In  reference  to  the  objections  urged  by 
one  of  Mr.  McAfee's  correspondents,  that  the  English  owners 
of  orchard  lands  in  other  countries  would  come  in  conflict 
with  the  enterprise  of  California,  it  strikes  me  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Afee did  not  intend  to  mean  that  that  would  be  an  obstacle 
to  the  introduction  of  fruit  into  the  English  market.  Would 
it  not  seem  that  when  an  article  goes  into  the  market  it  goes 
upon  its  intrinsic  value  ?  It  is  no  matter  whether  he  is  an 
Englishman  or  of  any  other  nationality,  so  long  as  the  fruit 
is  of  superior  quality  and  you  can  overcome  the  conservatism 
of  the  English.  Now,  during  my  visit  to  England  this  last  sum- 
mer I  took  with  me  several  samples  of  fruit — dried  apricots, 
peaches,  raisins,  and  things  of  that  kind — ^for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  the  opinions  of  the  London  merchants 
were  upon  this  particular  class  of  goods.  I  went  to  the  large 
firm  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell,  who  do  a  very  large  and  extensive 
business,  and  saw  Mr.  Blackwell  himself.  He  said  that  he 
would  not  handle  them  ;  and  besides,  their  business  was  so 
extensive  that  they  would  not  attend  to  it.  I  must  say  that 
if  the  dried  peaches  were  put  upon  the  market  in  the  present 
state  they  would  not  bring  much.  You  really  must  have 
these  dried  peaches  in  a  better  state  than  what  they  are  at 
the  present  moment,  if  you  really  want  to  make  a  success  of  it. 
The  fruits  were  sold  among  the  grocers,  and  looked  very 
pretty.  There  was  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the  price  quoted ; 
they  were  really  sold  at  I4d  a  pound.    Other  fruits  were  put 
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upon  the  market  at  a  time  when  they  were  not  wanted  ;  in 
consequence  from  140!  they  were  reduced  to  something  like 
8d  and  6d  in  less  than  two  months.  The  quality  you  have, 
but  the  time  you  are  going  to  put  them  in  the  market  must 
be  considered.  You  must  have  somebody  who  will  really  be 
careful,  and  advise  you  as  to  what  time  to  get  the  fruit  there 
and  get  a  good  price  for  them.  Our  raisins  were  admitted  to 
have  a  finer  flavor  than  their  Muscatel — surely  a  pleasing  and 
satisfactory  reply  to  my  inquiry — but  they  said  that  there  were 
two  objections  ;  they  were  not  well  packed,  and  did  not  have  a 
good  color.  These  are  matters  which  must  be  improved  upon. 
I  do  think  eventually  we  will  produce  the  finest  Muscatel 
raisins  that  the  world  has  ever  seen.  If  you  want  good  prices 
you  must  send  your  stuff  in  good  condition.  With  regard  to 
the  matter  of  appointing  a  person  there  who  should  be  your 
representative,  it  is  a  very  important  and  serious  matter,  and  I 
do  beg  that  it  may  be  well  and  carefully  considered.  Put  a 
man  there  who  has  a  high  reputation ;  have  not  only  a  good 
article  there,  but  a  man  of  good  reputation  and  ability,  with 
means  for  distribution,  to  make  California  dried  fruits  a  thor- 
ough success.    I  have  seen  the  canned  fruits  that  have  come 

from  Fresno  on  the  table  of  Sir  Richard  A  ,  and  they  bear 

a  very  high  reputation  ;  but  they  are  somewhat  disappointed 
in  dried  fruit.  They  would  not  look  at  apricots  and  peaches 
in  their  dried  state.  I  say  this,  to  make  you  careful  in  the 
selection  of  the  gentleman  and  the  packing  of  the  fruit. 

Mr.  Hibbard. — I  would  like  to  know  what  price  the  raisins . 
bring  ? 

Mr.  Wright. — The  present  price  of  raisins  in  their  best 
state  are  fetching  something  like  25  and  35  cents  per  lb. ;  but 
here  is  one  point  in  which  you  will  have  to  have  discretion.  I 
think  that  your  dried  fruits  and  raisins  must  be  got  into  mar- 
ket in  January,  for  they  will  never  take  your  dried  fruits  in 
October. 

Mr.  McAfee. — How  do  California  raisins  compare  with  those 
in  the  market  there  ? 

Mr.  Wright. — In  flavor  very  well,  but  in  color  and  pack  they 
are  a  little  faulty.  Since  I  have  been  over  here  [have  seen  some 
packed  by  Mr.  Lovelace,  which  were  very  fine.    The  dried 
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peaches  have  a  peculiarity  of  having  a  very  unpleasant  flavor; 
it  may  be  from  the  process  of  curing. 

Mr.  McAfee  moved  that  the  manager  be  directed  to  com- 
municate with  the  counties  in  association  with  the  Board,  and 
request  statements  as  to  what  fruits  and  other  productions 
are  available  for  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair.  That  the  Board 
receive  and  care  for  all  such  exhibits  until  wanted. 

Mr.  Mills  stated  that  Sutter  county  had  sent  to  the  Board 
five  sacks  of  the  cleanest  and  best  wheat  raised  in  that  county 
this  year.    He  feared  that  little  effort  had  been  made  in  the 
State  towards  gathering  exhibits :  that  the  appropriation  by  ] 
the  State  seemed  to  have  paralyzed  individual  effort.    If  the 
grain  crop  should  fail  in  1892,  California  would  have,  thanks  \ 
to  Sutter,  five  sacks  of  wheat  on  exhibition.    He  moved  to 
amend  Mr.  McAfee's  motion,  that  the  manager  also  inform 
the  World's  Fair  Commission  that  the  exhibits  in  the  rooms  ' 
of  the  State  Board  in  1892  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  ! 
Commission  for  exhibit. 

Motion,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  committee  on  the  resolution  to  request  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner  reported  that  1 
the  committee  telegraphed  and  wrote  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  requesting  him  to  appoint  such  commissioner 
from  the  Pacific  Coast.    The  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the 
City  Board  of  Trade  had  made  a  similar  request.    The  Presi-  ! 
dent  had  replied  that  the  matter  would  receive  his  considera-  I 
tion. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TRAFFIC 
ASSOCIATION  RESOLUTION. 

Your  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  this  California  State  Board  of  Trade  hails 
with  pleasure  the  action  of  the  California  Traffic  Association 
of  San  Francisco,  and  wishes  them  every  success  in  their  good 
work, — 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  recognizes  their  able  efforts  as 
very  worthy,  commendable,  and  deserving  of  the  assistance 
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and  able  support  of  every  merchant  and  business  man  in  the 
State ;  that  this  Board  holds  itself  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
the  Association  to  the  full  extent  of  its  ability, — 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  : 

The  Committee  was  aware  that  the  general  purpose  of  the 
Traffic  Association  was  to  obtain  from  the  transcontinental 
railways  a  readjustment  of  the  rates  of  transportation  ;  but  it 
did  not  so  clearly  appear  to  the  mind  of  the  Committee  that 
the  interests  of  the  fruit  growers,  farmers,  and  merchants  of 
the  interior  of  the  State  were  sufficiently  provided  for  in  the 
organic  law  of  the  Association.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that 
this  Board  is  an  organization  devoted  to  the  fostering  of  the 
interests  of  the  whole  State,  without  regard  to  the  advantages 
of  any  particular  section  ;  and  accordingly  it  was  thought  well 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  Traffic  Association  intended  to  con- 
serve the  interests  of  all  classes  of  people. 

OBJECT  OF  THE  CONFERENCE. 

This  object  being  the  best  accomplished  by  a  conference 
with  the  association,  a  letter  was  addressed  to  J.  B.  Stetson, 
the  President  of  the  association,  requesting  a  conference  with 
the  officers  thereof.  The  President  named  an  hour  and  place 
for  the  interview,  at  which  hour  and  place  we  were  met  by 
the  President  and  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  as- 
sociation. We  were  most  courteously  received.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee  stated  the  purport  of  the  resolution, 
the  scope  of  the  duties  of  the  State  Board  of  Trade,  and  that 
the  object  of  the  conference  was  to  ascertain  fully  the  pur- 
poses of  the  association.  He  stated  that  the  interior  coun- 
ties, including  counties  in  which  terminal  points  are  estab- 
lished, contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Board,  and  that  there 
was  an  inquiry  whether  the  association  was  formed  to  affect 
the  interests  of  San  Francisco  alone ;  that  if  the  interior 
counties  were  not  to  be  represented  in  the  association  there 
was  a  feeling  that,  by  the  influence  of  the  association,  the 
terminal  points  might  be  abolished. 

The  President  then  read  so  much  of  the  constitution  of  tin- 
association  as  defined  the  objects,  and  then  declared  that  the 
object  of  it  was  not  intended  to  subserve  the  interests  of  San 
Francisco  alone,  but  that  the  aim  of  the  association  would  be 
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to  benefit  the  whole  State  ;  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
intention  to  destroy  the  advantages  belonging  to  other  term- 
inal points  of  the  State ;  that  what  would  benefit  the  city- 
would  benefit  the  whole  State  ;  and  that  if  the  producing 
counties  were  benefited  by  terminal  points,  the  city  would 
receive  indirectly  an  advantage  from  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  State.  Other  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation took  part  in  the  discussion,  and  indorsed  the  Presi- 
dent's position. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  FREIGHT  RATES. 

One  of  the  points  brought  prominently  forward  in  the  inter- 
view was,  that  the  foreign  rates  from  and  to  this  State  were 
so  controlled  by  the  Transcontinental  Association  that  one 
railroad  company  belonging  to  the  association,  but  having  no 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  California,  could  prevent  the 
reduction  of  transcontinental  freight  rates,  even  when  the 
companies  having  access  to  this  State  were  willing  to  concede 
such  reduction.  That  one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  associ- 
ation was  to  prevent  the  subjection  of  California's  interests  to 
the  control  of  an  association  so  remote  from  this  State,  and 
wholly  indifferent  to  our  interests.  In  this  effort  the  associa- 
tion should  have  the  support  of  all  people  of  every  class  in  the 
State,  whether  they  be  producers,  consumers  or  merchants. 

In  the  adjustment  of  freight  rates  of  railroad  companies 
having  connection  with  the  commerce  of  this  Coast,  we  be- 
lieve the  association  will  achieve  much  good.  There  need  be 
no  hostility  between  such  companies  and  the  association.  The 
interests  of  railroads  and  the  people  are  corelated,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  the  association,  having  the  power  that  comes  from 
organization,  and  having  in  the  person  of  the  manager  a  gen- 
tleman versed  in  the  intricacies  and  mysteries  of  the  laws  of 
transportation,  can  present  the  cases  for  adjustment  with  such 
force  as  to  obtain  the  concessions  which  are  necessary  to  the 
advancement  of  the  State  and  the  increase  of  its  commerce. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  COMMENDED. 

Apart  from  the  information  gained,  the  interview  was  pro- 
ductive of  the  best  of  feeling  between  this  Board  and  the  As- 
sociation.   There  had  been  an  effort  made  by  the  minor  por- 
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tion  of  the  press  of  this  city  to  misstate  the  position  of  the 
two  organizations  towards  each  other,  and  to  make  it  appear 
that  they  were  hostile  to  each  other.  Explanations  were  made, 
and  the  two  committees  parted  with  mutual  assurances  of  con- 
tinued respeet  for  the  efforts  of  the  Association  and  the  State 
Board  in  their  respective  fields,  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  whole  State. 

Wherefore,  this  committee  commend  the  Association  to  the 
support  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  resolution  ;  and  in  approving  the  formation  of  the 
Traffic  Association  we  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  through 
its  valuable  efforts  the  producer  and  consumer  in  this  State 
will  share  with  the  merchants  in  the  benefits  obtained. 

J.  S.  Emery. 

J.  A.  Morrissey. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Hi b <b >ard  offered  the  following  addition  to  the  re 
port  of  the  above  committee  : 

Regarding  the  objects  of  the  Traffic  Association,  relating 
to  the  encouraging  and  building  of  canals  and  railroads,  the 
improvement  of  our  water-ways  and  rivers,  and  to  assist  in 
starting  new  lines  of  ocean  and  river  steamships,  there  can  be 
but  one  opinion  and  determination,  not  only  by  the  members 
of  the  State  Board  of  Trade  but  by  all  public-spirited  citizens  ; 
which  is,  that  they  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  make  the  ef- 
fort a  success. 

Some  objection  on  parliamentary  grounds  was  made  to  the 
form  of  the  offer,  but  the  matter  was  finally  decided  by  the 
Board  accepting  both  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
above  addition. 

Before  the  adoption  Mr.  Mills  made  a  vigorous  speech  in 
favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Mills.— I  have  the  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death 
•of  Calvin  E.  Whitney,  one  of  the  representatives  of  San  Fran- 
cisco upon  the  State  Board  of  Trade,  and  move  that  the  Pres- 
ident appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  frame  a  resolution  in 
respect  to  his  memory.    Motion  carried. 

Major  Geo.  A.  Fisher  was  recommended  as  his  successor. 

W.  H.  Mills,  Tyler  Beach,  Judge  S.  J.  Stabler,  E.  W.  Mas- 
lin,  A.  T.  Hatch,  J.  A.  Morrissey,  L.  C.  McAfee,  \.  1'.  Chip 
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man,  J.  E.  Emery  and  George  E.  Perkins  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  represent  the  Board  at  the  State  Citrus  Fair  at 
Auburn,  next  month,  January  nth. 

The  committee  on  plan  for  providing  for  a  rebate  on  rail- 
road fare  of  those  who  become  "permanent  residents  of  the 
state  made  a  partial  report,  and^asked  for  further  time,  which 
was  granted. 

The  World's  Fair  will  be  the  special  matter  for  discussion 
at  the  next  meeting. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

California  State  Beard  ef  Trade. 


San  Francisco,  Tuesday,  Jan.  12th,  1892. 


Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  1  : 30  p.  m.,  with  Eugene  J. 
Gregory,  President,  in  the  chair.  Members  present :  E.  W. 
Maslin,  Secretary,  Tyler  Beach,  A.  A.  Hibbard,  J.  A.  Mor- 
rissey,  L.  C.  McAfee,  S.  J.  Stabler,  J.  W.  Davis,  H.  Raap, 
F.  A.  Week,  C.  C.  Hutchinson,  Ex-Gov.  Perkins. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  the  last  meeting.  Same  approved 
as  read. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee  : 
1 89 1.  Receipts. 

Dec.  1.    Cash  on  hand   $842  45 


County  subscriptions 
City  subscriptions  . . 


$240  00 
.  726  00 


Total  Receipts 


966  00 


$1,808  45 


Disbu  rsem  en  ts. 


Salaries  and  labor  

Rent  

The  Handbook  of  California 
Expenses  


$455  00 
325  00 
250  00 

.  205  10 


Total  Disbursements 


1,235  10 


Dec.  31.  Cash  in  Grangers'  Bank  of  Cal. .  .$604  18 
Less  due  to  Manager   30  83 
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The  Secretary  stated  that  Humboldt  County  has  selected 
Mr.  F.  A.  Week  as  its  representative,  and  that  the  repre 
sentatives  from  San  Francisco  have  selected  Messrs.  Geo.  A. 
Fisher  and  Geo.  C.  Hawley,  respectively,  to  fill  the  vacancies 
occurring  by  reason  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Calvin  E.  Whitney 
and  resignation  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Baker. 

Mr.  Mas/in. — There  are  no  communications  except  what  the 
committee  on  the  Market  Seeking  Fund  have  received.  I  will 
state,  Mr.  President,  that  since  the  last  meeting  I  have  sent  out 
about  3,000  circulars  to  the  different  fruit  growers  in  the  State 
of  California,  soliciting  subscriptions  to  the  Market  Seeking 
Fund.  I  have  received  no  response  from  any  one  of  the  cir- 
culars, except  from  a  gentleman  in  Butte  Co.,  a  Mr.  Mills,  who 
put  his  name  down  for  one  share. 

At  the  Fruit  Growers'  Convention  in  November,  Mr. 
David  Lubin  of  Sacramento  proposed  a  plan  by  which  the 
fruit  of  the  producer  could  be  brought  to  the  consumer  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  middlemen.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
organize  the  plan  in  San  Francisco.  I  was  present  at  the  con- 
vention, and  offered  the  services  of  the  Board  to  the  commit- 
tee, which  was  accepted.  A  circular  was  prepared,  soliciting 
subscriptions  in  money,  say  $1,500,  sufficient  to  rent  a  room, 
purchase  teams,  etc.,  and  start  business  for  one  month,  after 
which  it  seemed  certain  the  business  would  be  self  sustaining. 
I  sent  out  two  thousand  circulars  to  the  fruit  growers,  but  have 
received  no  response.  The  want  of  interest  manifested  by 
fruit  growers  in  the  effort  to  find  a  market  for  dried  fruits  in 
England  and  green  fruits  in  San  Francisco  is  surprising.  If 
fruit  growers  will  not  help  themselves,  we  can  do  no  more. 

Mr.  McAfee  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wm.  Brooks  of  May- 
hew,  a  native  of  England,  who  writes  that  we  should  try  and 
get  the  wholesale  cooperative  society  to  handle  the  fruit.  It 
has  every  facility  for  placing  the  fruit  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
sumer at  the  least  possible  cost.  The  members  of  the  cooper- 
ative societies  in  the  north  of  England  run  up  into  millions, 
and  are  a  class  of  people  (being  mostly  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures) more  likely  to  consume  our  fruits  than  the  people  of 
London  or  south  of  England. 

Another  plan  pursued  in  England  is, this  :  Lady  teachers  are 
sent  out  to  teach  the  women  how  to  cook  good  meals  at  the 
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least  cost,  and  actually  cook  the  food  in  the  presence  of  the 
audience.  If  we  could  supply  the  cooking  school  with  some 
dried  fruits,  it  might  create  a  taste  and  a  demand  for  them. 

There  are  many  other  ways  and  means  of  introducing  fruit,  but 
there  is  one  which  is  almost  sure  to  succeed.  It  is  somewhat 
after  the  plan  of  Mr.  Lubin  in  reference  to  our  fresh  fruit  here. 
In  every  town  in  England  it  has  its  market,  and  people  from 
the  surrounding  districts  attend.  The  public  square  is  used 
for  the  sale  of  every  kind  of  goods.  In  some  of  the  large  towns 
a  hundred  thousand  people  pass  a  given  point  every  market 
day.  Into  these  towns  I  would  send  a  man  or  woman  well 
equipped,  have  the  fruit  made  into  pound  and  half  pound 
packages,  and  supply  the  passerby  as  cheaply  as  we  could 
afford.  I  have  seen  lots  of  articles  introduced  to  the  public  in 
this  way.  My  object  in  writing  is  from  a  sincere  desire  to  in- 
troduce the  fruit  into  England,  believing  that  it  would  be  a 
boon  to  England  and  a  blessing  to  us. 

In  response  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  William  Brooks,  Mr.  Mc- 
Afee wrote  on  Dec.  30,  1891,  to  Mr.  C.  J.  Beckett,  of  the  Co- 
operative Society,  Darmen,  Lancashire,  England,  with  the  pur- 
pose to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  the  English  market, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  the  Co-operative  Societies  in 
England,  as  a  means  of  introducing  these  fruits,  stating  the 
probable  price  of  fruit.  Of  course,  there  has  not  been  time 
enough  for  a  response. 

Mr.  McAfee  prepared  a  circular  addressed  to  the  fruit  grow- 
ers of  the  State,  which  we  are  now  sending  out,  requesting 
contributions  of  dried  fruit,  to  the  amount  of  say  two  or  three 
tons.  We  canvassed  among  some  of  the  commission  mer- 
chants, and  they  say  that  fruit  is  consigned  to  them  on  com- 
mission, and  they  do  not  feel  authorized  to  contribute.  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  the  Johnson-Locke  Co.,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
State  Board  of  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Dec.  17,  [891. 
State  Board  of  Trade,  under  Grand  Hotel,  City. 
Gentlemen : — 

We  have  viewed  with  some  interest  the  efforts  being 
made  by  your  esteemed  body  towards  the  introduction  of  Cal- 
ifornia Dried  Fruits  in  Great  Britain.  Our  Mr,  Johnson  has 
lately  returned  from  there,  and  thoroughly  believes  that  it  the 
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English  people  can  be  educated  up  to  the  use  of  Dried  Fruits, 
the  demand  in  time  will  be  simply  enormous.  The  English 
people,  and  particularly  the  English  laboring  men  and  the 
middle  classes,  who  are  the  great  consumers  of  Dried  Fruits, 
are  extremely  conservative.  They  do  not  take  to  new  ideas 
readily,  and  while  the  education  may  be  somewhat  difficult, 
and  may  take  some  time,  once  we  can  fully  persuade  them  of 
the  merits  of  our  dried  fruits,  an  enormous  trade  will  result. 

The  history  of  Armour  &  Co.  and  Libby,  McNeil  &  Libby, 
with  their  tinned  meats,  will,  we  believe,  be  repeated  in  Cal- 
ifornia Dried  Fruits.  Tinned  Corned  Beef  in  Great  Britain  a 
few  years  ago  was  unsalable.  It  took  hard  work  to  introduce 
the  article,  but  now  it  is  sold  by  the  million  of  dollars  worth. 

The  food  of  the  laboring  classes  is  extremely  limited  in  its 
range,  and  we  believe  that  our  Dried  Apricots,  Peaches,  and 
Nectarines,  properly  cooked,  would  be  a  revelation  to  nine- 
tenths  of  the  consumers. 

Some  friends  of  ours  have  been  extremely  desirous  of  form- 
ing a  connection  here.  They  now  have  a  very  large  trade  in 
England  in  Preserved,  Canned,  and  Brandy  Fruits,  fruit  jel- 
lies, canned  vegetables,  mince  meat,  plum  pudding,  pickles, 
olives,  and  capers,  wine  jellies,  and  marmalades,  etc.,  and  are 
exceedingly  desirous  of  supplying  their  customers  with  a  line 
of  dried  fruits,  and  with  this  end  in  view  they  have  asked  us  to 
place  them  in  communication  with  proper  parties  here.  They 
have  suggested  that  a  full  line  of  goods  be  sent  on,  as  follows  : 
Prunes : 

25  25-lb.  boxes  Prunes,  40/50. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  50/60. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  60/70. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  70  80. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  80/90. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  90/100. 
Raisins  : 

25  20-lb.  boxes,  3  Crown  Londons. 

25  10-lb.  boxes,  3  Crown  Londons. 

25   5-lb.  boxes,  3  Crown  Londons. 

25  20-lb.  boxes,  2  Crown  Londons. 

25  10-lb.  boxes,  2  Crown  Londons. 

25   5-lb.  boxes,  2  Crown  Londons. 
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io  sacks,  about  70  lbs.  each,  3  Crown,  Loose. 
10     "        "      "    "       "    2     "  " 
10     "       "      "    "       "   Third  Grade,  Loose. 
10     "       "      "    "      "    Seedless  Muscatels. 
10     "        "      "    "      "    Seedless  Sultanas. 
10     "       "      "    "      "    Dried  Grapes. 

Apricots  : 
25  5 -lb.  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 
25  5-lb.  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 
25  5-lb.  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  3. 
25  5-lb.  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  4. 
10  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 
10  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 
10  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  3. 
10  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  4. 

Unpeeled  Peaches : 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  3. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  4. 

10  sacks,  about  70  lbs,  each,  Grade  No.  1. 

10     "        "      "    "     "         "     No.  2, 

10    "        «      "    "     "         "     No.  3. 

10     "        "      "    "     "         "     No.  4. 
Peeled  Peaches : 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade,  No  1. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 

25  25-lb.  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 
Plums : 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 

10  sacks,  about  70  lbs.  each,  Grade  No.  I. 

10  sacks,  about  70  lbs.  each,  Grade  No.  2. 
Pears : 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  1. 

25  sample  boxes,  Grade  No.  2. 

10  sacks,  about  70  lbs.  each,  Grade  No.  r. 

10  sacks,  about  70  lbs.  each,  Grade  No.  2. 
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Nectarines  : 
25  sample  boxes,  Red.  , 
25  sample  boxes,  White. 
25  25-lb.  boxes,  Red. 
25  25-lb.  boxes,  White. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  they  will  require  a  cer- 
tain number  of  packages  for  samples,  and  that  the  other  goods 
they  propose  selling  and  returning  to  consignors'  account 
sales.  They  desire  to  thoroughly  test  the  retailers,  and 
through  them  the  consumers. 

If  your  people  see  their  way  clear  to  secure  a  carload  of  dried 
fruits,  we  will  do  our  best  with  the  Ry.  Co.  to  secure  a  through 
rate  that  will  be  reasonable. 

We  should  suggest  that  prominent  producers  make  up  lots 
from  25  to  100  boxes,  of  grades  that  they  could  duplicate  in 
subsequent  years,  and  that  these  be  included  in  the  car,  and 
invoice  descriptive  of  contents  be  prepared,  and  these  goods 
sent  on.  Account  sales  will  be  rendered  after  a  time  for  a 
proportion  of  these  goods  ;  the  remainder  will  be  used  as  sam- 
ples. Each  grower  here  can  afford  to  give  away  from  10  to 
100  boxes  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  in  the  next  four  months 
the  ability  of  this  house  can  be  demonstrated,  the  practicabil- 
ity of  the  work  shown,  and  then  you  will  be  in  possession  of 
all  the  requisite  information  in  time  for  the  next  year's  crop. 
We  cannot  conceive  a  better  connection  for  you  and  for  the 
growers  here,  and  we  cannot  conceive  a  better  time,  for  values 
are  low,  and  you  have  a  surplus  of  goods  here.  It  is  not  as 
though  you  were  giving  high  priced  goods  at  a  time  when  there 
was  an  active  demand,  and  as  there  are  thousands  of  boxes  of 
these  goods  here  unsold,  it  seems  to  us  a  little  public  spirit  on 
the  part  of  growers  will  result  in  opening  up  a  very  valuable 
connection  for  you  all. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  just  returned  from  a  talk  with  your  Mr. 
Maslin,  and  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion  we  write  you, 
and  trust  your  Board  will  see  its  way  clear  towards  advising 
your  members  in  the  direction  and  line  of  our  letter. 

We  are,  Yours  very  truly, 

Johnson-Locke  Mer.  Co. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Fisher  was  received  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Afee, of  which  the  following  is  a  quotation : 
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"I  outlined  the  method  I  have  successfully  pursued  in  ad- 
vertising Edwards'  Desiccated  Soups,  which  are  manufactured 
in  London.  I  employ  a  young  woman  of  ladylike  manners  who 
has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  goods,  and  by  consent  of  the 
grocers  have  given  soup  exhibitions  in  the  different  stores. 
The  young  lady  makes  the  soup  over  a  gas  stove,  and  serves  in 
coffee  cups  to  the  various  customers  who  enter  the  store,  ex- 
patiating upon  the  merits  of  the  goods.  This  method  appeals 
directly  to  the  consumer,  and  when  a  lady  buying  her  supplies 
tastes  something,  she  knows  if  it  is  good.  From  my  experience 
in  this  line,  I  would  suggest  that  an  exhibition  of  California 
dried  fruits  should  be  given  in  London,  presenting  the  dried 
fruits  already  cooked  to  the  people,  and  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  taste  them ;  at  the  same  time  educating  them  as  to 
the  proper  way  to  prepare  them.  It  might  be  advantageous 
to  give  the  exhibition  in  a  public  hall,  rather  than  in  stores.'' 

Mr.  McAfee. — The  plans  suggested  by  Mr.  Brooks  and  Mr. 
Fisher  seem  very  reasonable.  The  letter  of  Johnson-Locke 
Co.  comes  nearer  solving  the  question  than  anything  else  that 
has  been  presented  to  us.  Merchants  are  adverse  to  doing 
anything.  They  want  goods  consigned  to  them,  and  they  will 
sell  them  if  people  will  buy  them.  Mr.  Johnson  suggests  both 
the  form  of  the  package  and  the  name  of  the  firm  who  would 
take  hold  of  the  matter  and  push  the  goods.  We  have  obtained 
concessions  from  the  S.  P.  Co.,  which  agrees  to  free  transpor- 
tation for  two  or  three  tons.  Mr.  Johnson  asks  for  a  carload 
to  send  over  to  a  certain  firm,  and  the  terms  would  be  such  as. 
to  give  this  firm  sufficient  to  begin  the  experiment.  We  have 
not  done  much  yet,  but  have  gotten  into  the  line  of  working. 
There  is  a  point  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
fruit  growers.  We  must  deliver  goods  in  England  so  they  will 
not  cost  more  than  12  cents  per  pound.  The  cost  of  taking  it 
to  England  would  be  about  2  cents  per  pound.  English  people 
will  want  these  goods  delivered  in  pound  packages. 

Mr.  Hibbard. — I  move  the  general  manager  be  instructed 
to  find  out  the  number  of  pounds  the  fruit  growers  will  con- 
tribute. 

Mr.  Maslin. — We  have  a  committee  which  has  done  all  that 
seemed  feasible.  We  have  distributed  thousands  of  circulars  ; 
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the  country  press  has,  without  exception,  printed  our  circular, 
and  editorially  called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  the  fruit 
growers  either  taking  stock  or  contributing  fruit.  If  Mr.  Hib- 
bard  will  indicate  some  other  plan  of  action  we  will  be  glad  to 
follow  it. 

Mr.  McAfee. — I  was  talking  to  a  Front  street  merchant  who 
said  he  was  willing  to  give  a  thousand  pounds  right  out  of  stock, 
but  the  next  lot  might  not  be  so  good.  He  thought  the  better 
way  was  to  get  it  from  producers  who  could  supply  a  contin- 
uous line,  or  be  made  to  see  that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  do 
so.  If  there  is  anything  else  better  than  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  committee,  I  would  like  to  know  it. 

Mr.  Beach. — The  dried  fruit  in  Santa  Clara  Co.  is  so  great 
I  do  not  think  that  you  will  have  much  trouble  in  getting  lib- 
eral donations  from  there. 

The  President. — As  a  fact,  fruit  growers  are  not  ready  to 
contribute  towards  such  schemes,  and  fruit  donated  either 
from  fruit  growers  or  merchants  means  a  poor  class  of  produce. 
If  you  want  to  get  good  produce,  you  will  have  X.6  buy  it. 

Mr.  Fisher. — What  we  want  is  contributions,  and  after  you 
have  received  a  variety,  to  ship  them  to  Europe,  simply  as  a 
means  of  advertising.  I  do  not  think  that  fruit  growers  and 
merchants  would  contribute  poor  goods.  The  committee 
would  doubtless  make  a  selection  of  good  fruit.  The  taste  for 
this  being  created,  would  create  the  demand  for  like  goods  to 
follow.  We  can  furnish  the  fruit  of  the  very  best  quality,  but 
the  main  thing  is  to  create  the  taste  ;  to  do  which  the  only  way 
feasible  is  to  introduce  them,  cook  them,  and  give  them  to  the 
proposed  consumers. 

Mr.  Stabler. — I  dried  more  fruit  this  year  than  usual,  but  I 
am  not  familiar  how  the  crop  stands.  I  will  send  a  contribu- 
tion of  several  hundred  pounds,  and  have  our  Agricultural 
Society  get  some  and  send  it. 

Mr.  Maslin. — Mr.  Week  of  Humboldt  is  present,  and  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  him. 

Mr.  Week. — Humboldt  is  not  an  extensive  fruit  county,  al- 
though the  fruit  interest  is  enlarging.  Our  apricots,  apples, 
pears,  and  peaches  are  not  surpassed  in  any  portion  of  the 
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State.  I  am  glad  that  the  State  Board  is  engaged  in  the  work 
of  procuring  a  market  for  our  dried  products.  Fruit  growers 
this  year,  it  appears,  did  not  have  a  very  profitable  year,  and 
it  might  be  an  inducement  to  obtain  contributions  to  make  the 
experiment  of  putting  it  direct  in  the  foreign  market  for  sale, 
and  allow  the  producer  a  pro  rata  of  the  profit  made.  A  great 
many  merchants  do  not  feel  able  to  make  the  experiment  of 
sending  a  carload  of  fruit,  at  the  same  time  it  seems  feasible 
to  obtain  subscriptions  of  a  quantity  from  each  merchant. 
Some  one  would  have  to  be  engaged  in  this  special  object  of 
placing  it  on  the  market.  A  consignment  to  a  commission 
merchant  would  be  an  error  in  practice.  The  more  ideas  we 
get  on  this  subject  the  better,  and  I  am  willing  to  do  anything 
to  help  my  county  and  the  State. 

Mr.  McAfee. — After  the  valuable  suggestions  that  have  been 
made  I  feel  greatly  encouraged.  It  is  a  matter  of  mutual  in- 
terest to  the  railroad  companies  and  ourselves.  We  must 
succeed.  The  emigration  question  is  very  intimately  affected 
by  this  discussion  and  the  effort  we  are  making.  If  we  hear 
from  the  agricultural  counties  that  they  have  a  difficulty  in 
finding  a  market  for  their  dried  fruits,  persons  intending  to 
come  will  hesitate  to  come.  The  whole  State  should  be 
aroused  on  this  question.  Probably  the  majority  of  the  fruit 
hereafter  raised  must  be  dried,  and  it  is  useless  to  go  on  plant- 
ing until  we  open  up  a  market  for  our  dried  fruits.  People  do 
not  seem  to  be  conscious  of  the  necessity  of  a  market  where 
the  constant  demand  will  prevent  the  fluctuation  of  prices.  If 
this  Board  should  appoint  a  committee  of  three  persons  to 
visit  the  various  fruit  centers  and  solicit  subscriptions  of  fruit, 
whether  by  way  of  contribution  or  consignment,  they  would 
meet  with  success.  I  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  carry  out  my  suggestions. 

Mr.  Beach. — Don't  you  think  the  representative  of  each 
county  would  be  as  good  . as  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  Maslin. — Before  that  motion  is  put,  f  would  like  to  say 
that  when  I  first  took  the  management  of  the  State  Board  of 
Trade  we  had  a  little  less  than  $2,000  in  the  bank.  Since  that 
time  we  have  paid  a  debt  of  over  $600,  coming  from  t  he  former 
administration.    We  lately  contributed  $500  towards  the  ex- 
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penses  of  the  committee  which  went  East,  to  induce  the  Na- 
tional Editorial  Convention  to  meet  in  San  Francisco.  The 
Handbook  of  California  has  called  for  an  expenditure  of  about 
$350  per  month,  and  we  have  just  about  enough  money  to 
meet  the  current  expenses.  Mr.  Gregory  informs  me  that  he 
and  Mr.  Lubin  have  already  organized  a  force  in  Sacramento, 
to  either  obtain  contributions  of  fruit,  or  stock  in  the  corpor- 
ation. 

Mr.  Hibbard. — The  Board  has  undertaken  a  great  deal  of 
good  work,  but  we  have  already  paid  out  $1,400  on  the  new 
book,  and  I  do  not  think  we  could  incur  the  expense  of  a  com-  I 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hutchinson. —  It  would  be  an  injustice  for  those  who 
are  working  on  the  book  to  incur  any  more  expenses.  The 
present  administration  inherited  a  considerable  debt,  which 
was  paid  out  of  the  funds  contributed  since  Mr.  Maslin  went 
into  office.  The  management  is  conducted  as  economically 
as  possible,  and  when  the  Handbook  is  published  the  expenses 
will  be  materially  reduced  :  then  I  am  in  favor  of  expending 
money  for  the  purposes  indicated,  if  we  are  not  successful  be- 
fore that  time. 

Mr.  Hibbard. — With  the  permission  of  the  Chair  I  will  with- 
draw my  motion. 

Mr.  Van  'Annan, — Being  invited  by  the  President  to  address 
the  Board,  said  : 

This  Board  of  Trade  has  been  of  great  good  to  the  entire 
state,  with  marked  result.  There  may  be  a  question  of  policy 
whether  we  should  discuss  the  necessity  of  finding  a  market 
for  our  fruits.  I  believe  every  pound  of  good  fruit  will  find  a 
market.  The  best  always  sells.  Mr.  Flickenger  of  Santa 
Clara  cannot  supply  his  orders.  The  main  point  of  the  State 
Board  is  to  induce  a  settlement  in  the  vast  portions  of  this  1 
state.  We  produce  the  finest  fruits,  the  finest  men  and  wo- 
men, and  yet  we  have  not  in  this  entire  state  as  many  people 
as  are  in  the  city  of  Chicago  alone.  We  go  down  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley  and  see  millions  of  acres  of  land  that  are  un- 
tilled.  The  reason  that  immigration  is  not  progressing  in  this 
state  is  that  people  have  an  impression  in  the  East  that  land  is 
very  high.  In  consequence  of  the  southern  boom,  lands  are 
held  in  that  section  at  from  $300  to  $500  per  acre.   There  are 
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thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  this  state  just  as  good  at  $10,  $20 
and  $30  per  acre,  but  the  people  of  the  East  do  not  know  this. 
You  have  a  magnificent  exhibit  in  your  rooms  on  Market 
street,  not  to  be  equaled  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  but  the 
trouble  is,  it  is  not  in  the  right  place.  You  want  it  in  one  of 
the  principal  cities  in  the  East,  Chicago  or  Boston,  and  adver- 
tise it  thoroughly.  You  would  have  thousands  of  people  see 
it,  where  not  more  than  five  see  it  now.  If  you  had  that  ex- 
hibit there,  with  a  manager  to  give  an  idea  of  what  the  cost  of 
living  is,  the  cost  of  agricultural  implements,  price  of  lands, 
and  profits  of  tillage,  it  would  be  the  immediate  means  of 
starting  the  tide  of  immigration.  San  Erancisco  ought  to  take 
hold  and  contribute  liberally,  several  thousand  dollars  a 
month,  to  sustain  it.  This  city  depends  upon  the  population 
of  the  interior  districts,  and  if  the  interior  does  not  grow  San, 
Erancisco  must  retrograde.  Five  years  ago  we  had  an  exhibit 
in  Chicago  of  northern  and  central  citrus  fruits.  It  sent  a 
great  many  people  out  here,  and  we  were  there  only  two  weeks. 

Judge  Stabler. — I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution  (Judge  Stabler 
here  read  the  resolution),  which  stated  that  the  rivers  of  the 
State  had  been  filled  by  hydraulic  mining. 

Mr.  McAfee. — I  was  once  a  miner,  but  am  now  engaged  in 
farming.  In  a  few  days  a  convention  of  representative  men 
from  the  different  counties  in  the  state  will  meet  in  San  Fran- 
cisco for  the  purpose  of  providing  plans  to  be  laid  before 
Congress,  by  which  hydraulic  mining  might  again  be  begun 
with  safety  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  interior.  It  was 
in  testimony,  once,  of  some  distinguished  engineers,  that  the 
filling  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  Sacramento  was  due,  in  part, 
to  the  soil  of  the  valleys  that  was  washed  into  the  river  beds. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  an  effort  being  made  now  to  concil- 
iate all  interests,  and  this  resolution  might  fail  in  its  purpose 
if  it  excited  the  antagonism  of  those  who  might  otherwise  help 
to  have  Congress  act  in  the  premises.  I  therefore  ask  Judge 
Stabler  to  have  the  resolution  read  simply  that  the  navigability 
of  the  rivers  have  been  impaired  by  the  filling  of  their  channels. 

Mr.  Stabler  accepted  this  amendment,  and  the  resolution 
was  adopted  in  the  following  form  : 

Whereas,  In  their  normal  condition,  and  until  about  the 
year  1865,  the  San  Joaquin,  Sacramento,  and  Feather  rivers  ol 
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this  state  had  well  defined  and  deep  channels,  and  were  nav- 
igable for  all  water  craft  drawing  ten  feet  of  water ;  and  where- 
as, while  said  rivers  were  in  such  condition,  all  products  raised 
in  the  great  Sacramento,  San  Joaquin,  and  adjacent  valleys 
could  be,  and  were,  cheaply  transported  to  tidewater ;  and 
whereas,  said  rivers  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of 
this  state  as  arteries  of  commerce  and  drainage  ;  and  whereas, 
the  navigability  of  said  rivers  has  been  seriously  impaired, 
and  in  some  instances  almost  destroyed,  by  the  filling  of  their 
channels,  and  the  same  agency  has  caused  the  setting  back  of 
ocean  tides  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  miles  ;  and  whereas,  those 
distinguished  Government  engineers, — G.  H.  Mendell,  Major 
A.  Mackenzie,  and  Captain  Daniel  C.  Kingman, — at  the  in- 
stance of  the  California  River  Improvement  Convention,  and 
under  the  express  instructions  of  General  Thomas  L.  Casey, 
Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  and  after  a  full  and  critical  ex- 
amination of  said  rivers  and  their  tributaries  (see  report  of  said 
engineers  of  February  3,  1891),  have  recommended  an  imme- 
diate appropriation  by  Congress  of  $720,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rivers  of  the  State  ;  Now,  therefore,  by  the  Cal- 
ifornia State  Board  of  Trade,  be  it 

Resolved,Tha.t  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to  use  their  utmost  endeav- 
ors to  procure,  without  delay,  the  appropriation  recommended 
by  said  Government  engineers,  and  such  other  or  different 
appropriation  as  shall  by  them  seem  proper  and  sufficient  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigability  of  said  rivers.  Be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives. 

Mr.  Gregory. — We  have  present  today  a  prominent  govern- 
ment official,  who  is  a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  He  has 
been  the  means  of  settling  many  families  in  the  West,  from 
Poland.  He  is  looking  around  as  to  the  inducements  offered 
by  California.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  Mr.  Frank 
Grygla,  who  is  the  Asst.  Supervising  Architect  of  Government 
buildings  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Grygla. — I  have  been  very  much  entertained  by  the 
discussion  in  the  State  Board  of  Trade.  It  would  seem  that 
your  Board  must  be  a  very  useful  body,  in  presenting  to  the 
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people  of  the  East  the  merits  of  California.  Correspondence 
is  not  sufficient  to  induce  foreign  immigration.  There  must 
be  an  organization,  and  a  resident  agent  in  the  country  from 
which  you  expect  emigration.  Mr.  Gregory  has  supplied  me 
with  all  the  necessary  information,  and  if  I  can  help  this  state 
I  will  be  glad  to  do  so.  I  believe  that  when  a  man  becomes  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  it  is  not  sufficient  that  he  should 
be  content  simply  to  make  a  living,  but  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  aid  in  the  industrial  and  moral  progress  of  the  country  of 
his  adoption.  Believing  in  this,  I  have  been  the  means  of 
inducing  many  of  my  countrymen  to  settle  in  the  West,  with 
benefit  not  only  to  themselves  but  to  our  country.  I  believe 
if  they  had  come  to  California  their  lines  would  have  been  cast 
in  a  pleasanter  situation.  The  field  for  industrial  vocations 
here  seems  boundless.  Your  climate  is  superb,  and  all  the  con- 
ditions seem  favorable  to  an  easy  and  contented  life.  I  predict 
for  this  state  a  glorious  future.  When  I  return  home,  it  will 
delight  me  to  spread  the  information  I  have  received  about 
your  state,  and  if  I  can  do  anything  towards  bettering  the 
condition  of  my  fellow  citizens  by  inducing  their  migration  to 
this  state  I  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  Beach.    I  would  like  to  offer  a  resolution . 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  California  Typograph- 
ical Union,  now  in  session  in  San  Francisco,  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  visit  the  rooms  of  the  State  Board  of  Trade,  and  exam- 
ine the  exhibit  of  this  Board  during  their  session  in  this  city  ; 
and  also  to  make  it  their  headquarters,  more  or  less,  as  con- 
venient. That  Manager  Maslin  is  hereby  appointed  a  commit- 
tee of  one  to  present  to  them  the  State  Board's  compliments, 
and  extend  the  invitation. 

Resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McAfee.  I  move  that  this  Board,  as  soon  as  the  funds 
will  permit,  place  an  exhibit, — one  in  Chicago  and  one  in  Bos- 
ton.   The  motion  was  adopted. 

President  Gregory.  At  our  last  meeting,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  secure  the  subscription  of  the  Atchison  and 
Topeka  Railroad  Co.  We  called  upon  the  manager  of  that 
organization,  and  were  received  very  cordially.  We  believe  we 
will  soon  have  them  in  affiliation  with  the  Board.  As  you  are 
aware,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  attend  the  Cit  rus  Fair  at 
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Auburn.  I  hope  the  committee  will  attend.  We  have  with 
us  Mr.  Radovich :  we  would  like  to  hear  from  him. 

Mr.  Radovich.  I  have  put  an  exhibit  of  the  minerals  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  in  the  State  Board  rooms.  I  would  suggest  that 
some  means  be  devised  for  the  collection  of  minerals,  so  as  tov 
make  a  proper  presentation  of  our  mines  to  show  our  wealth, 
and  induce  capitalists  to  invest ;  and  I  think  this  Board  should 
take  some  action  in  this  matter,  and  collect  as  many  minerals 
as  you  can  before  1893,  so  as  to  make  a  proper  exhibit  at  the 
World's  Fair. 

Mr.  Radovich  was  thanked  for  his  contribution,  and  the 
Manager  was  instructed  to  confer  with  him  in  reference  to  a 
further  collection. 

Mr.  Morrissey. — I  have  in  view  a  location  under  the  Crocker 
Building,  which  will  be  about  in  readiness  by  our  next  meet- 
ing. The  one  we  have  was  selected  temporarily,  and  I  would 
like  all  the  members,  after  the  next  meeting,  to  visit  the  base- 
ment of  the  Crocker  Building,  and  decide  whether  it  is  suit- 
able. The  rent  has  not  been  decided  upon,  but  I  think 
Colonel  Crocker  will  let  us  have  it  upon  reasonable  terms. 

Mr.  Hibbard. — In  reference  to  the  question  of  Handbook,  I 
think  the  committee  on  the  Handbook  of  California  should 
make  a  report.  We  have  a  very  important  work  on  hand,  and 
they  are  getting  out  a  piece  of  literature  that  will  be  an  honor 
to  the  Board,  and  one  that  will  last  for  years. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — In  regard  to  the  work  on  the  book,  I  will 
say,  that  Mr.  Chapin  will  be  through  at  the  end  of  this  month. 
Mr.  Elliott  is  to  furnish  us  with  a  map  of  the  whole  state, 
which,  I  think,  will  dispense  with  the  republishing  of  the  old 
map,  and  that  will  help  us  to  some  extent.  It  is  a  thing  that 
requires  attention,  and  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  I  am  very 
glad  to  say  that  there  will  be  no  further  outside  expenses. 

Mr.  Davis  of  Porterville,  and  Mr.  Piatt  of  Sacramento,  both 
made  a  few  remarks  on  the  progress,  prospects  and  work  of 
the  Board. 

Mr.  Maslin. — I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  those  present 
to  the  beautiful  stand  placed  in  the  rooms  by  Tulare  County. 
It  is  of  redwood,  with  panels  of  redwood  burl,  highly  polished. 
It  is  a  work  of  art,  and  elicits  the  admiration  of  all  who  see  it. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  to  meet  February  9th. 


